New  Mission  News 


COMFORTING  THE  AFFLICTED  AND  AFFLICTING  THE  COMFORTABLE  SINCE  1980  • JULY  1997 


DEMOLITION  OF  THE  NOTORIOUS  BERNAL  DWELLING  HOUSING  PROJECTS  IS  NOW  UNDERWAY.  The  Projects  were  a 
source,  crime  and  violence,  the  greatest  victims  of  which  were  those  who  lived  there.  Sit  e preparation  work  will  continue  through  the  end 
of  the  year.  In  January  construction  will  begin  on  160  apartments,  townhouses  and  flats,  which  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  by  February  of 
1999.  Although  there  will  be  forty-eight  fewer  units,  there  will  be  about  the  same  number  of  bedrooms.,  389  in  the  new  buildings  as 
opposed  to  400  in  the  old  projects.  Photo  by  Arthur  Hudson 

The  Mission’s  arts  and  theater 
organizations  get  the  gold 

Economic  development  funding  takes  aim  at  the  area ’s 
growing  potential  as  an  entertainment  district 


by  Victor  Miller 

The  Mission  finally  got  the  $1.8  mil- 
lion in  federal  economic  develop- 
ment funds  that  were  promised  way 
back  in  the  Feinstein  administration.  The 
neighborhood  will  get  one  and  a half  new 
movie  theaters,  three  more  cafes  and  a gen- 
eral upgrade  of  some  prominent  arts  orga- 
nizations. as  well  as  a multimedia  training 
program  for  Mission  residents,  if  every- 
thing goes  as  planned.  The  money,  original- 
ly earmarked  for  development  of  the 
Mission  Armory,  was  for  many  years  in  the 
hands  of  a coalition  of  nonprofit  organiza- 
tions called  the  Mission  Armory  Founda- 
tion. who  could  not  agree  on  how  to  spend 
it  after  the  Armory  project  proved  unfeasi- 
ble. Mayor  Brown  lost  patience  with  this 
group,  who  he  termed  “insiders",  and 
reclaimed  the  $1.8  million  late  last  year. 
The  Mayor's  Office  of  Community  Deve- 
lopment (MOCD)  then  sent  out  requests  for 
proposals  on  how  the  funds  could  be  used 
to  strengthen  the  Mission's  economy,  spe- 
cifically through  multimedia  enterprises. 
Twenty-nine  responses  were  received  and 
last  month  after  a lengthy  review  process, 
awards  were  announced  to  ten  separate  pro- 
jects. 

Here's  who  got  the  bucks  and  what  they 
plan  to  do  with  it. 

Many  more  movies  to  see 

The  Roxie-lite  or  Roxic  Jr. — or  what  ever 
they  wind  up  calling  it — will  be  a 49-seat 
theater,  two  doors  down  from  the  Roxie 
Theater  on  16th  Street.  Daybreak  Produc- 
tions, which  operates  the  Roxie,  got 


5113,700  to  renovate  the  space  that  is  now 
a delightfully  messy  anarchy  of  movie 
memorabilia  and  just  plain  clutter,  serving 
as  the  office  for  the  Roxie  staff.  The  new 
theater  will  give  the  Roxie  more  flexibility 


in  scheduling  by  allowing  hit  films  to 
extend  their  run  in  the  smaller  theater. 

The  Mission  Economic  Development 
Association  (MED A)  received  $100,000  to 
initiate  a campaign  to  bring  a multiplex  cin- 
ema to  Mission  Street.  Plans  focus  on  the 
New  Mission  Theater,  now  used  as  a furni- 
ture store  but  once  one  of  the  City’s  fine  old 
palatial  movie  houses.  Mission  Street  at 
one  time  had  six  movie  theaters  and  was  a 
vibrant  entertainment  district.  Business 

Continued  on  Page  4 


Mission  High 
prepares  for 
the  big  knife 

School  District  plans  to 
reconstitute  high  school 

By  Brian  Doohan 

Reconstitution — so  the  dictionary 
tells  us — is  the  process  of  restoring  a 
dehydrated  or  condensed  substance 
by  adding  fluid,  usually  water.  Reconsti- 
tutible  comestibles  like  orange  juice,  eggs 
or  potatoes  tend  to  lack  the  flavor  and  nutri- 
tion of  the  originals,  but  have  the  advantage 
of  being  able  to  sit  on  a shelf  almost  indef- 
initely. For  this  reason,  reconstituted  foods 
are  useful  elements  of  institutional  cuisine. 
Now,  however,  more  than  the  cafeteria  food 
at  Mission  High  is  to  be  reconstituted. 

On  July  18,  a somewhat  nebulous  com- 
mittee of  San  Francisco  Unified  School 
District  administrators  responsible  to 
Superintendent  Waldemar  (Bill)  Rojas. 
Mission  High  School  principal  Ted  Alfaro, 
some  teachers  and  perhaps,  even  parents 
and/or  students,  is  to  present  a plan  for  thor- 
ough cleansing  of  the  troubled  institution. 

“The  SFUSD  has  completed  its  review 
of  schools  in  the  Comprehensive  School 
Improvement  Program  (CSIP),"  said 
Superintendent  Rojas  on  June  17.  Of  the 
eight  probationary  schools,  four  have  been 
“graduated",  two  remain  on  probation  and 
Golden  Gate  Elementary  and  Mission  High 
shall  be  reconstituted.  "We  expect  that  the 
plan  will  be  completed  in  July,  with  profes- 
sional development  activities  to  begin  in 
August  and  a ‘new’  Mission  High  to  open 
in  the  fall. 

Mission  High  School’s  troubles  are  not 
recent  and  may,  in  fact,  be  institutional. 
Presently,  a staff  of  predominantly  English- 
speaking  teachers  is  coping  with  a student 
population  that  includes  many  monolingual 
Spanish-speaking  students — some  of 

whom  are  recent  refugees  from  the 
decades-long  wars  that  have  ravaged 
Central  America  or  the  not  so  miraculous 
economic  changes  in  Mexico. 

It’s  a volatile  mix.  and  in  the  past. 
Mission  High  has  ranked  near  the  bottom 
by  most  of  the  increasingly  numerous 
private  and  public  testing  criteria.  In  fact. 
Mission  sank  to  dead  last  in  the  critical 
CSIP  rankings  for  1995.  Teachers,  students 
and  neighbors  credited  then-principal  Lupe 
Arabolos  with  significantly  improving  not 
only  lest  scores,  but  the  environment  as 
well. 

Nonetheless,  SFUSD  Superintendent 
Rojas  removed  Arabolos  and  her  adminis- 
trative team  and  brought  in  Ted  Alfaro, 
whose  appointment  was  greeted  with  skep- 
ticism, and  even  became  an  issue  during  the 
1996  School  Board  elections.  Test  scores 
have  continued  to  improve  under  Alfaro, 
but  the  threat  of  reconstitution  was  realized 
after  an  investigatory  process,  the  standards 
of  which  have  been  questioned  by  faculty. 

On  February  26.  a CSIP  task  force 
visited  Mission  High,  interviewing  seven- 
teen teachers  and  thirty-six  students  for  an 
average  of  four  minutes  each,  according  to 
a faculty  newsletter.  Teachers  were  asked 
about  grading  policies  and  students  about 
whether  or  not  they  liked  their  teachers. 
(After  a student  told  him  that  her  teacher 
should  not  be  reconstituted,  the  CSIPdelc- 

Continued  on  Page  4 


Holey  Goalee! 


Dangerous  holes  like  this  one  are  still  to  be  found  in  the  Dolores  Park  Soccer  Field.  Why 
can 't  The  City  learn  to  grow  grass ? See  Mission  Broadsider  on  page  8 
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A SUMMER-LONG  ARTS  FESTIVAL 


4th  of  July 
Alternative 
Family  Picnic 
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Ice  Cream 
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2950  -16th  Street 


Books  and  Toys  for  Grown-ups 

A clean,  well-lighted  place  for  women  and 
men  (and  parents)  to  shop  for  sex  toys,  books 
and  videos.  From  enlightening  advice,  to 
electrifying  erotica,  you’ll  find  it  at 

Good  Vibrations 

1 210  Valencia  (btwn  23rd  and  24th  St.) 
Open  7 days,  I lam-7pm  • 974-8980 


HAPPY  HOUR 

everyda-4  7 Pm 


$2.00  well  drinks 
$2.50  pints 
$8.00  pitchers 


£: 


POOL  TABLES  .50  CENTS 

pool  tournament  Wednesdays  <D  7:30. 


live  music  on  : 

Saturday  & Sunday  nights 


Cat  Q'Uf^+uc  Product  All  £uatutte\! 

JOIN  TERRA  FIRMA  FARMS 

COMMUNITY  SUPPORT  AGRICULTURE  ( CSA  ) 

Get  a box  of  freshly  picked,  organically  grown  produce 
each  week.  The  boxes  have  enough  vegetables  for 
a household  of  four  non-vegetarians  or  for  two  vegetarians. 

Call  Marcy  @ 41 5.826.71 98  or 

DROP  BY  Qcufe'l  FOR  A BROCHURE 
FAYE'S  IS  A NEIGHBORHOOD  MARKET  - 3614  18TH  STREET  ® GUERRERO 


• Typing  / Word  Processing  • Translations  (English/Spanish) 

• Tape  Transcriptions  • Graphic  Design  / Typesetting 

• Resumes  » • Fax  Services 

• Letters  / Reports  / Proposals  • Notary  Public 

3362  - 24th  St  - San  Francisco,  CA  94110 

(across  from  Mission  Public  Library) 

(415)824-4418 

+ 

OFFICE  HOURS: 

Monday  - Friday:  9:00am  ■ 5:30pm 

Saturdays:  10:30am  - 2:30pm 


Your  MAGIC  office  in  San  Francisco! 
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The  Mission ‘s  newest  playwrights.  Photo  by  Nancy  Opn/ 


C^l)  Tmampa 

Cocltaifc  - Vw'ty 
Open  8 pm  - 1 :45  am 

Wednesday:  Dance  to  Banda 
Thursday:  Dance  to  Salsa  Cumbia,  MerengeDJ  Hawaii  Grenier 
Wed.  & Thurs.  All  drinks  $3.50  All  beers  $2.50 


LIVE  MUSIC  & DJ  Hawaii  Grenier!  Fri.,  Sat.,  Sun.,  & Mon. 
DANCING  :Wednesday,  Thursday,  Friday,  Saturday  & Sunday 
Special  Monday:  Dance  with  DJ  Hawaii  Grenier 

Special  prices  for  all  drinks  and  beers 

3247  Mission  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94110,  Ph:  824-0884 

NO  COVER  CHARGE! 


Brava!  hires  youth  to  write,  act 
and  produce  for  Teatro  Armonia 


By  Carolyn  Abate 

Yvette  Gomez  is  hunched  over  a low 
coffee  table  reviewing  notes  from 
an  interview  she  just  finished.  As 
Education  Director  of  Brava!  for  the 
Women  in  the  Arts,  Gomez  is  about  to 
embark  on  a most  provocative  project.  She 
has  just  hired  fifty  Mission  youths  from 
ages  fourteen  to  eighteen  to  participate  with 
Brava!  in  a summer  writing  program  called 
"Teatro  Armonia'*.  .“It's  overwhelming,” 
she  says  from  the  group's  studio  center  on 
Bryant.  After  months  of  preparation,  the 
writers  have  been  hired,  teachers  are  in 
place  and  classes  are  underway.  By  the  end 
of  August,  Gomez  hopes  to  see  a play  about 
living  in  one  of  San  Francisco’s  oldest  and 
most  intimate  boroughs:  the  Mission. 

The  idea  of  a summer  youth  writing 
workshop  developed  from  a series  of  shoot- 
ings, beatings  and  stabbings  in  the  Mission 
this  past  spring.  One  occurred  right  in  front 
of  York  Theater,  the  playhouse  that  Brava! 
owns.  The  issue  of  gangs  and  violence  in 
the  Mission — exacerbated  by  a front  page 
story  in  the  SF  Examiner — left  Brava 
Director,  Ellen  Gavin  wary.  "I  was  literally 
lying  in  bed  at  night  thinking:  What  can  we 
do  to  stop  the  violence  in  the  Mission?”. 
Gomez  recalls.  "One  kid  in  the  Examiner 
was  quoted  [as]  saying  there  was  nothing  to 
do  in  the  Mission.”  So  with  the  implied 
challenge  brought  to  the  table,  Brava! 
responded  with  Teatro  Armorua. 

For  the  next  eight  weeks,  the  writers 
and  the  instructors  will  meet  three  days  a 
week,  three  hours  a day.  During  this  time, 
students  will  not  only  develop  writing  and 
acting  skills,  but  also  dabble  in  production. 
The  end  result  will  be  a showcase  revealing 
the  nuances  of  living  in  the  Mission  that, 
more  often  than  not,  get  lost  in  obscure  gen- 
eralizations. Brava!  received  $50,000  from 
the  Mission  Enterprise  Community  and 
Council.  Most  of  the  money  will  be  used  to 
pay  the  writers  wages  of  $6  an  hour. 

During  the  run  of  the  now  nationally 
acclaimed,“homeboy”comedy group  Culture 
Clash,  the  organizers  of  Brava!  found  affir- 
mation in  their  belief  that  the  arts  have  a 
way  of  communicating  unlike  anything 
else.  "When  Culture  Clash  was  playing 
here,  there  was  a contact  with  some  of  the 
kids  hanging  out  in  front  of  the  building. 
Some  came  to  the  play,  some  even  ended  up 
attending  the  cast  party,”  said  Rend  Ydflez, 
one  of  the  instructors  for  the  program. 
Gavin  said  being  part  of  that  connection 
made  its  mark  on  Brava!.  "There  is  a way 
[that]  ait  can  reach  them.  If  the  basic  con- 
versation is  focused  on  art,  then  there  is  a 
level  playing  field.”  Make  no  mistake:  a 
clear  goal  for  Brava!  is  to  see  the  dialogue 
in  the  workshops  transcend  to  the  Mission 


streets  and  begin  a process  of  conflict  reso- 
lution. 

Recruitment  for  writers  began  with 
established  community  strongholds,  in- 
cluding Mission  Recreation  Center, 
Mission  Girls  YWCA  and  a radio  blitz 
during  the  last  two  weeks  before  writing 
✓ was  scheduled  to  begin.  These  efforts  have 
* gathered  a myriad  of  experienced  and  first- 
time  young  writers  from  every  comer  of  the 
Mission.  They  have  been  organized  into 
five  different  groups  and  placed  at  four  dif- 
ferent sites:  Brava!  Studio  Center,  New 
College,  York  Theater  and  Intersection  for 
the  Arts.  The  writing  sites  have  been  chosen 
with  sensitivity  to  territorial  issues  that  may 
arise  with  some  of  the  writers  participating. 
"We  asked  people  in  the  application 
process  where  they  would  feel  safe,  and 
then  came  up  with  the  locations,”  Gavin 
says. 

Through  previous  collaborations  with 
Brava!  and  by  word  of  mouth,  an  impressive 
array  of  Bay  Area  artists  were  recruited, 
said  Gomez.  Among  them  are  Octavio  Solis 
and  Cherri  Moraga,  both  well  known 
throughout  the  theater  community.  Each 
group  is  headed  by  two  teachers  who  share 
duties. 

"We  will  provide  guidance,  taking  the 
fluid  process  and  putting  it  into  a cohesive 
manner,  through  writing  drills  or  improvi- 
sational  work,”  explained  instructor  Moni- 
ca Sanchez.  As  for  the  final  content  of  the 
play,  the  teens  have  the  last  word,  but 
Sanchez  is  certain  mutual  themes  will  arise 
through  storytelling. 

Commonality  is  already  apparent  when 
the  writers  express  their  desired  outcome. 
Cynthia  Zavala,  who  says  her  only  writing 
experience  is  from  school,  expressed  her 
goals  for  the  project  this  way:  "I'd  like  to 
see  something  instead  of  stereotyping  and 
labeling."  Mariaynes  Carrasco  agrees. 
Already  an  established  writer,  Carrasco  has 
seen  three  of  her  poems  turned  into  plays 
and  performed  at  York  Theater.  She  plans  to 
use  the  workshop  and  the  impending  play 
as  an  opportunity  to  show  people  what  it  is 
like  growing  up  in  the  Mission;  how  she 
deals  with  issues  like  school  and  money.  "I 
want  to  let  people  know  what  is  really 
going  on  here,  to  give  details,  the  good  and 
the  bad.”  she  said.  Ultimately  she’d  like  to 
see  a play  that  would  set  up  two  conflicting 
scenarios  of  life  in  the  Mission,  the  reality 
versus  the  myth. 

For  these  teens,  the  next  eight  weeks 
will  be  a real  challenge.  Michael  Gomez, 
another  who  claims  he  has  no  writing  expe- 
rience but  does  admit  to  the  occasional 
poem,  is  looking  forward  to  the  grind.  'The 
idea  of  writing,  making  up  a play.. .that's 
something  I can  do.” 
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Mission  High  prepares. . . 


The  Mission's  arts.... 


gate.  Dr.  Robert  Harrington,  was  reported 
to  have  remarked:  "She  got  her  A in  that 
course!’*). 

Three  weeks  earlier,  several  Mission 
teachers  had  engaged  Superintendent 
Rojas  in  a dialogue  during  which  numerous 
complaints  about  Alfaro  and  Assistant 
Principal  Carlos  Ramirez  surfaced. 
(Assistant  Principal  Irene  Kwok  has  appar- 
ently been  given  a passing  grade  by  the 
Mission  faculty.)  History  teacher  Nancy 
Kauffman  alleged  that  the  Principal  main- 
tained "a  binder  lull  of  yellow  tagged 
names  of  other  teachers  who  arc  also  tar- 
geted". 

In  the  past,  reconstitution  has  been 
compared  to  nuking  a poorly  performing 
school.  Not  only  teachers  and  administra- 
tors but  janitorial  staff,  and  even — perhaps 
to  the  delight  of  some  students — cafeteria 
workers  have  been  dumpstered.  although 
in  most  instances,  workers  have  been 

transferred  rather  than  fired,  due  to  union 
contracts.  The  effectiveness  of  reconstitu- 
tion on  subsequent  performance  has  tended 
to  vary. 

Defenders  of  “Recon  cite  a proposed 
toughening  of  graduation  requirements, 
including  more  math,  science  and  foreign 
language  courses,  and  an  upgrading  of  cur- 
riculae  to  meet  University  of  California 
standards.  David  Spero.  a parent  who  has 
covered  education  issues  for  the  New 
Mission  News  allows  us  to  see  how  the 
spectre  ('I  Rccon  may  have  motivated  some 
tired  old  teachers  into  upgrading  their 
methods  so  as  to  raise  Mission  test  scores 
under  both  Arabolos  and  Alfaro. 

However,  some  faculty  and  students 
claim  that  reconstitution  is  a means  for  the 
administration  to  cash  in  on  monies  offered 
as  the  result  of  settlement  of  consent  decree 
litigation,  and  to  divert  public  attention 
from  a scries  of  fiascos  during  the  1996-97 
school  year,  which  included  performance  of 
racially  and  sexually  offensive  skits  during 
the  Mexican  Independence  Day  Assembly; 
accusations  of  favoritism  in  supplying  free 
equipment  (including  costly  Nike  shoes)  to 
the  junior  varsity  basketball  team;  and  even 
petty  instances  of  vandalism  directed 
against  a photograph  of  Arabolos  and  her 
team  paid  for  and  mounted  by  students. 

"'Reconstitution'  is  a villainous  thing,” 
to  newly  elected  President  Kent  Mitchell 
of  the  United  Educators  of  San  Francisco 
(UESF).  the  organization  that  represents 
seven  thousand  San  Francisco  employ- 
ees— half  of  whom  are  full-time  teachers — 
through  Union  Building  Committees 
(UBCs).  such  as  that  at  Mission  High. 
Mitchell  would  like  it  to  be  supplanted 
by  the  kinder,  gentler  "restructuring". 
According  to  UESB  spokesman  Steve 
Shapiron.  in  practice,  restructuring  "in- 
volves changing  leaching  and  learning 
environments  by  involving  stakeholders  in 
changing  the  school  so  that  there  is  a shared 
decision  making  model." 

So  whether  restructured  or  reconsti- 
tuted. Mission  High  teachers  are  now  in 
the  process  of  negotiating  their  terms  of 
unendearment  with  Rojas.  Alfaro,  and  a 
few  other  SFUSD  officials.  As  the  News 
went  to  press,  the  teachers'  options  seemed 
to  be  to  get  out  now  before  July  18.  or  wait 
and  then  decide  on  whether  they  should 
reapply  to  Mission  High  or  trust  that  the 
UESF  will  find  them  positions  elsewhere. 


A comparison  with  the  fate  of  tenants  in 
public  housing  developments  like  Bernal 
Dwellings  may  not  be  inappropriate; 
despite  assurances  from  the  government, 
many  tenants  have  left  the  City.  Similarly. 
ex-Principal  Arabolos  endured  a year  in 
academic  Siberia  and  then,  according  to  the 
Mission  High  student  newspaper  West 
Wing,  accepted  appointment  as  principal  of 
Sequoia  High  in  Redwood  City. 

Katherine  Swan,  a teacher  and  faculty 
adviser  to  West  Wing — which  has  won 
numerous  awards  for  student  journalism,  as 
well  as  occasional  scoldings  from  Principal 
Alfaro — told  the  News  that  the  decision 
making  process  remains  "fuzzy"  but  that  he 
doesn't  believe  rumors  emanating  out  of 
UESF  that  the  whole  reconstitution  process 
is  a means  of  getting  rid  of  experienced,  but 
more  expensive  faculty.  *'I  don’t  think 
they’re  trying  to  get  people  to  leave... 
now,"  she  ventured,  but  then  did  note  that 
rehiring  and  new  hiring  processes  are  strik- 
ingly different  under  reconstitution  in  that 
officials  from  Downtown  (teacher  lingo  for 
the  bureaucrats  from  the  SFUSD)  join  prin- 
cipals and  department  heads  in  faculty 
selection. 

A September  1996  article  by  Sherry 
Posnick-Goodwin  in  the  journal  California 
Educator  does,  however,  note  that  the 
school  district  receives  $32  million  extra 
from  the  stale  every  year  for  compliance 
with  a court-ordered  consent  decree 
for  racial  balance  in  the  schools,  which 
includes  incentives  for  reconstitution. 
"Clearly,"  the  article  concludes,  "the  school 
district  profits  financially  from  the  arrange- 
ment." 

A cost,  however,  may  be  faculty  and 
student  morale  as  administrators  hunker 
down  in  their  bunkers  and  teachers  won- 
der whether  Recon  will  focus  on  dolls  or 
troublemakers.  During  the  1996-97  school 
year.  West  Wing  student  journalists  under 
Swan  reported  numerous  instances  of  cen- 
sorship and  intimidation.  Swan's  own  assis- 
tant Jennifer  Moffitt  was  terminated  from 
her  substitute  teachers’  position  for 
allegedly  permitting  students  to  post  flyers 
exposing  the  Nike  scandal  without  going 
through  proper  channels  and  one  of  the 
paper's  more  obstreperous  reporters  was 
threatened  with  transfer  to  Pupil  Services 
Academy  (i.e..  Reform  School).  It  is  not 
without  reason  that  a satirical  caricature  of 
Alfaro  in  the  April  issue  of  West  Wing  has 
him  glowering  by  a bookcase,  one  of  whose 
volumes  is  George  Orwell's  1984. 

By  allowing  teachers  like  Swan  and 
Connie  Flannery  (who,  early  in  the  epoc  of 
"Alfarismo".  called  conditions  at  Mission 
High  "chaotic")  to  participate  in  the  plan- 
ning process,  Rojas  may  be  perceived  as 
backing  off  from  the  hard-line  "nuke  'em" 
aspects  of  reconstitution:  "I  don't  think 
(outspoken  teachers]  will  be  banned." 
taskmaster  Bill  speculated  in  a June  18 
Chronicle  interview,  “...but  they'll  have  to 
come  to  the  table  and  talk  about  their  con- 
version." 

UESF  President  Mitchell,  in  the  same 
article,  contended  that  the  crux  of  disagree- 
ment between  Rojas  and  the  teachers  has 
moved  to  one  centering,  not  so  much  on 
policy,  but  on  nomenclature — what  the 
damned  plan  will  be  called.  “Reconstitu- 
tion," said  Mitchell,  "is  fine  for  orange 
juice  but  not  for  teachers." 


groups,  residents  and  social  service  organi- 
zations. for  once,  all  agree  that  a general 
revival  of  Mission  Street  would  result  from 
bringing  the  New  Mission  Theater  back  to 
life.  The  full  project  is  estimated  to  cost 
about  $10  million  and  will  require  addition- 
al parking  in  immediate  area.  The  Mission 
Millennial  Committee,  a group  of  business 
owners,  residents  and  local  banks  has  been 
organized  by  the  Mission  Merchants  Asso- 
ciation to  make  the  theater  a reality  by  the 
year  2000.  The  Committee  is  chaired  by 
MEDA  *s  executive  director  Raquel  Medi- 
na. "There  are  many  strong  communities  in 
the  Mission;  it  is  MEDA’s  job  to  see  that 
they  can  all  work  together  on  this  project," 
Medina  said. 

Dolores  Park  caf6,  Marsh  Theater 

MEDA  was  also  awarded  $79,7 1 7 to  devel- 
op a cate  in  Dolores  Park  where  the  now 
decrepit  and  redolent  old  clubhouse  now 
stands.  This  idea  came  from  residents  adja- 
cent to  the  park,  who  wanted  some  kind  of 
ongoing  positive  activity  in  the  park  to 
deter  the  periodic  violence  that  flares  up 
between  rival  gangs  and  competing  dope 
dealers.  The  cate  should  prove  a popular 
addition  to  the  Dolores  Park  scene  and  be 
far  less  controversial  than  the  soccer  field 
that  the  City  still  can't  seem  to  get  right. 

The  Marsh  Theater,  a live  performance 
space  on  Valencia  near  22nd  Street,  will  use 
it's  $125,000  grant  to  make  a large  second 
floor  studio  space  accessible  to  the  disabled 
and  to  construct  an  in-house  cate.  To  get  in 
shape  for  cate  living,  the  Marsh  is  now 
operating  a mock  cate  a few  doors  down 
from  its  theater,  features  stand-up  comedi- 
ans. 

Culinary  Academy  for  MLV8 

Mission  Language  and  Vocational  School, 
the  recipient  of  SI 50.000.  will  also  be  cre- 
ating an  in-house  cate  at  its  19th  and  Flo- 
rida location.  Tied  into  the  cate  will  a culi- 
nary academy  where  the  restaurant  and  cate 
entrepreneurs  of  tomorrow  will  have  the 
opportunity  for  some  real  world  experience 
before  facing  up  to  the  harsh  competitive 
brutality  of  San  Francisco's  food  and  drink 
business. 

Redstone  artists,  Galena  de  la  Raza 

The  $45,000  given  to  a collaboration  of  art 
groups.  The  Lab.  Theater  Rhinoceros  and 
Lunacy,  based  in  the  Redstone  building  at 
16th  and  Capp  will  go  for  some  down-to- 
earth  purposes,  in  contrast  their  history  of 
really  wild  performances  and  exhibitions. 
Improved  external  building  lighting  will 
add  to  the  security  of  what  many  people  re- 
gard as  a pretty  creepy  comer  after  sun- 
down. Inside  the  building,  alterations  will 
make  upper  level  performance  space  avail- 
able to  the  disabled. 

Galena  de  La  Raza  at  24th.  an  arts  insti- 
tution at  24th  and  Bryant  for  more  than  two 
decades,  must  decide  either  how  to  best  uti- 
lize the  space  they  have  (including  buying 
the  building),  or  where  to  relocate.  The 
Galena  will  definitely  not  move  out  of  the 
Mission  and  has  expressed  "an  extreme 
preference"  for  staying  24th  Street,  but 


space  limitations  and  a month  to  month 
lease  at  the  current  location  make  some 
kind  of  change  a necessary  thing.  The 
Galena  got  $50,000  to  pul  together  a busi- 
ncss\building  plan  to  resolve  this  problem. 

York  Theater,  MECA's  security 

Just  down  the  street  from  the  Galeria  . 
Brava  for  Women  in  the  Arts  will  use  their 
$400,000  grant  to  continue  design  and  ren- 
ovation work  on  the  York  Theater,  and  to 
pul  some  life  into  the  store  front  businesses 
that  are  part  of  the  theater  building 

The  Mission  Economic  and  Cultural 
Association  (MECA),  which  produces  both 
the  Carnaval  and  Cinco  de  Mayo  celebra- 
tions, received  $100,000  to  continue  its 
ongoing  cultural  programs  and  to  expand 
its  event  security  operation,  now  used  occa- 
sionally at  non-Mission  events.  MECA 
trains  youth  to  defuse  potentially  violent 
situations  at  large  public  gatherings. 
Despite  the  tendency  of  major  media  to 
devote  full  coverage  to  every  stubbed  toe 
that  happens  in  the  Mission,  Carnaval  is  an 
incredibly  peaceful  gathering,  given  the 
enormous  number  of  people  it  attracts.  This 
speaks  well  of  MECA’s  security  effort  in 
particular,  and  of  all  us  mellow  folks  who 
live  here,  in  general. 

Multimedia  job  training  program 

The  largest  allocation  of  funds.  $500,000. 
went  to  the  Multimedia  Colla-borative, 
whose  members  include  the  job  develop- 
ment organizations  Arriba  Juntos  and 
Mission  Hiring  Hall,  the  Bay  Area  Video 
Coalition,  City  College  and  San  Francisco 
State  University.  Together,  these  institu- 
tions and  nonprofits  will  create  a job  train- 
ing program  that  will  give  the  Mission's 
labor  force  skills  applicable  to  the  fast 
growing  multimedia  industry.  One  aspect 
of  the  program  would  be  to  instruct  Mission 
residents  in  creating  web  sites.  Since  this 
collaboration  asked  for  far  more  than  they 
were  given,  final  details  of  their  program 
have  yet  to  be  ironed  out  before  a formal 
contract  is  signed  with  the  MOCD. 

MOCD,  of  course,  extracted  a small 
pound  of  flesh,  $93,000,  to  administer  all 
these  programs,  and  $102,896  remains 
unspent  for  contingency  purposes. 

Given  the  Mayor’s  determination  to 
take  the  money  away  from  the  "insiders" 
who  made  up  the  Mission  Armory 
Foundation,  there  is  a slight  irony  in  the 
fact  that  Mission  Hiring  Hall.  Arriba 
Juntos.  MEDA  and  Mission  Language  and 
Vocational  School  were  all  members  of  the 
Armory  Foundation  Board.  These  groups 
received  a total  of  $829.71 7 about  half  of 
all  allocations.  Your  kindly  old  neighbor- 
hood newspaper — that's  this  one — will  let 
you  know,  however,  if  they  are  spending  it 
imprudently. 
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It’s  still  not  over  for  the  Dovre 

Patrons  of  the  legendary  Irish  pub 
hunker  down  for  a long  eviction  fight 


By  Brian  Doohan 

The  opening  of  what  promises  to  be 
one  of  the  Mission's  liveliest  and 
perhaps,  lengthiest  legal  battles  in 
several  years  has  been  postponed  for  two 
weeks;  the  hearings  on  the  eviction  of  the 
Dovre  Club  by  its  landlord,  the  Women’s 
Building,  are  now  scheduled  to  begin  on 
July  14. 

Half  a year  after  the  death  of  the  vener- 
able Paddy  Nolan,  the  board  of  the 
Women’s  Building  appears  to  be  fulfilling 
its  threat  to  evict  the  old  dive  from  its  cor- 
ner location  on  18th  Street,  and  has  hired 
high-powered  eviction  lawyer  Joe  Bravo  to 
do  the  deed. 

On  the  last  Saturday  in  June,  Dovre 
staff  and  patrons  held  a curbside  barbecue 
in  response  to  the  latest  Women’s  Building 
manifesto,  and  as  afternoon  shadows  leng- 
thened, a program  of  resistance  began  tak- 
ing form. 

In  its  open  letter  to  Mission  neighbors, 
the  Women’s  Building  Community  con- 
tends that,  after  a series  of  forums  to  solicit 
community  input,  its  renovation  plans  were 
made  on  the  basis  of  legally  required  seis- 
mic retrofitting  and  “community  demands 
for  increased  child  care,  classroom  space 
for  after-school  programs,  and  additional 
space  from  which  to  provide  services  to  the 
community.” 

But  Terry  Goggins,  attorney  for  the 
Dovrists,  contends  that  the  child  care  issue 
is  a red  herring  and  that  the  Women’s 
Building  board  itself  has  not  complied  with 
either  its  own  bylaws  or  California  State 
provisions  governing  nonprofit  entities. 

“We’ve  conducted  18  hours  of  discov- 
ery and  depositions,”  Goggins  told  the 
News,  “and  believe  we  are  going  to  prevail 
because  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
Women’s  Center  has  not  properly  convened 
and  passed  a resolution.  They’ve  disen- 
franchised their  own  members!” 

Goggins  further  stated  that  architectural 
plans  acquired  during  the  discovery  process 
show  a cafe,  not  childcare,  going  into  the 
space  the  Dovre  Club  presently  occupies. 


The  child  care  center  is  shown  set  back 
from  the  street  and,  as  described  in  the  May 
New  Mission  News,  would  ultimately  pre- 
sent an  interesting  environmental  melange 
of  diapers  and  lattes,  running  and  shouting 
toddlers  careening  into  steaming  hot  bowls 
of  soup. 

According  to  Brian  McEIhatton,  the 
Dovre  bartender  to  whom  Paddy  Nolan's 
nephew  assigned  the  Dovre  paperwork 
(including  its  liquor  license  and  the  bar 
moratoriumed  Mission),  there  has  been 
only  one  genuine  community  forum. 

Now  and  again  last  Saturday,  a celebri- 
ty would  drop  by  to  offer  well  wishes. 
District  Attorney  Terence  Hallinan — who 
on  the  previous  day  had  been  reported 
deceased  by  the  Pacific  Sun  of  Marin 
County — revived  Lazarus-like  over  a pint 
and  pondered  the  possibility  of  Dovre 
defenders  confronting  Sheriff  Mike 
Hennessey,  should  it  come  down  to  evic- 
tion. Another  bartender  speculated  whether 
the  Women’s  Building  dared  to  call  in  the 
private  security  firm  run  by  former  Sheriff. 
Supervisor  and  Police  Chief  Richard 
Hongisto  and  added  that,  retrofitted  or  not, 
“I  wouldn’t  want  to  have  my  kid  in  here 
during  the  next  big  earthquake." 

Sausages  were  grilled  and  served  up,  as 
were  pieces  of  bird  from  a plastic  bag  that 
someone  said  used  to  belong  to  seagulls 
following  the  British  Navy  into  port.  Other 
patrons  debated  signing  the  Dovre  over  to 
a feminist  icon;  perhaps  Roisin 
McAliskey — currently  languishing  in  a 
British  jail  over  some  German  troubles — or 
McAliskey’s  mother,  Bernadette  Devlin. 
Neither  Warren  Hinckle  nor  political  con- 
sultant Jack  Davis  had  appeared  by  three, 
denying  the  News  and  its  readers  Mr. 
Davis’  opinion  of  Joe  Bravo  or  whether  the 
Dovre  Club  case  would  seem  to  have  pre- 
cipitated a split  between  these  two  long 
time  allies  on  the  side  of  San  Francisco 
landlordism. 

“The  Dovre  Club  has  hundreds  of  sup- 
porters," it  was  made  known,  “most  of 
them  fine  talkers,  one  and  all.  If  they  each 
appeared  to  testify  for  the  bar,  this  trial 
could  proceed  well  into  the  next  century." 


The  ArtBeat  Gallery  exhibition  program  features  works  by  con- 
temporary regional  fine  artists.  Six  to  eight  exhibits  are  scheduled 
for  the  year. 

Gallery  Artists  represented  at  ArtBeat 


This  nationally  renowned 
African-American  artist  will  show  latest  works, 
featuring  newly  issued  mixed-media  vases 


JoeSam. 


Tebby  George 
Carl  Heyward 
Jose  Ramon  Lerma 
Osvaldo  Ruiz  Munoz 
Antonio  Tovar 


Neighborhood  Self-Reliance  Loan  Program 


Bank  of  Canton  of  California  is  now  offering  a special  program  that  mas  meet  vour 
special  financial  needs.  Our  X'lghhorhtmrl  Self-Reliance  Loan  Program  can  help  vmi  gr  • 
a loan  fasiei  than  vou  think!  Oui  program  is  designed  in  offer  loans  which  ire 
more  aflordahie  especially  for  families  with  limited  annual  household  im  ■•me  ;ir>. 
for  small  bi'Mn«  "cswith  limited  capital. 

FF.ATI  RF,S  BENEFITS 

Purpou  of  l.<m n F.ducauun.Job  Training.  Personal  (famih  emergent  . 

needs).  Small  Business  and  Purchase  of  Commercial 
Vehicle  'e  g.  Truck)  with  commercial  registrauon 


Qualifications 


Ijjan  Amount 
Rfpay  ment 

Interest  Rate 


Clean  Credit  Historv.  Annual  Household  Income  of 
S17.0U0  or  less  for  Education.  Job  Training.  Personal,  or 
Initial  Capital  of  S30.000.  or  less  for  Small  Business  and 
Purchase  of  Commercial  Vehicle 
I p to  SI  5,000  per  household  or  per  business  enure 
Ip  to  84  months 

5.75%  .Annual  Percentage  Rate  Fixed* 


• For  example,  on  a loan  of  $5000.  with  an  84-month  tern, 
mondih  pavment  is  S72. 45 


Please  contact  Bank  of  Canton  California  Loan  Representative * to 
find  out  more  about  this  special  loan  program. 

San  Francisco  Bav  .Area:  415/ 39 1-8912  • 415/421-5215 

415/989-4088  • 415/681-5333 


DANK  OF  CANTON 
OF  CALIFORNIA 

.A  Tradition  of  Honest  Banking 

Established  in  7 Member  FT)  1C 

LTnocp  We  reserve  the  nghi  to  change  our  lending  program,  pracuces.  curren; 

rate,  and  requirements  at  anv  time  without  nouce. 


ArtBeat  Gallery  provides  educational  presentations  by  the  exhib- 
iting artist.  Also  literary , musical  and  other  cultural  services  that 
educate  the  public  about  human  wisdom  as  expressed  in  ritual 
practices,  traditional  stories , symbols  and  myths.  Assisting  in  our 
personal  search  for  meaning  within  the  arts. 


with  Mary  lannotti 

• Reduce  Stress 

• Increase  Strength  and  Flexibility 

• Calm  Your  Mind 

• Find  a Deeper  Side  of  Yourself 

Beginning  Level  Gass  - Tuesdays  Evengings,  6 - 7:30  pm 
3435  Cesar  Chavez  St  at  Valencia,  Studio  202 
For  More  Information  Call  Mary  at  (41 5)  564-4340 


6 JULY  1997 


New  Mission  News 


How  the  Mission  voted 


By  Brian  Doohan 

Lasl  March  the  Mission  49crs  voters 
went  to  the  polls  to  decide  the  fate  of 
the  stadium  plan,  zoo  improvements, 
and  cultural  center  upgrades. 

Mission  District  voting  tracked  differ- 
ently west  to  east  as  voters  in  the  more 
affluent  precincts  nearer  to  Dolores  Park 
were  less  inclined  to  support  the  stadium/ 
mall  propositions  D and  F than  the  lower- 
income  working  class  precincts  east  of  Mis- 
sion. and  more  inclined  to  favor  money  for 
the  arts  than  for  the  San  Francisco  Zoo. 

Proposition  A.  the  school  bond,  proved 
popular  in  every  Mission  neighborhood  and 
won  city  wide  as  did  Prop.  C.  the  zoo  bond. 
Proposition  B,  a bond  to  fund  the  arts  (in- 
cluding the  troubled  Mission  Cultural 
Center),  won  two-thirds  of  the  Mission  vole 
but  did  not  even  break  fifty  percent  city- 
wide. Proposition  E.  a technical  measure 
perceived  as  facilitating  corruption,  was 
demolished  both  here  and  throughout  the 
City. 

Propositions  D (the  stadium)  and  F (the 
mall  offered  by  Mayor  Brown  to  49crs 
owner  Ed  DcBarlolo  as  an  incentive  for 
keeping  the  team  in  San  Francisco)  both 
lost  in  the  Mission.  D stood  for  "Down", 
garnering  only  3799  Yes  votes  as  opposed 
to  5169  against  and  F “Failed"  even  more 
humiliatingly.  3743  to  5209. 

But  significant  variations  occurred 
across  the  Mission  District  where  the  stadi- 
um/mall proposal  showed  three  pockets  of 
strength.  The  largest  was  east  of  Mission 
Street  where  propositions  D and  F won  in 
five  precincts  along  a corridor  from  17th  to 
Cesar  Chavez  Streets  and  nearly  won  in  the 
arls/warchouse  district  and  adjacent  to.  San 
Francisco  General. 

Devil's  Quadrangle:  go  43bps! 

The  49crs  also  prevailed  in  four  precincts 
near  the  16th  Street  BART  station  including 


the  so-called  Devil  s Quadrangle  popula- 
tion of  seniors.  Republicans  and  career 
criminals  and  the  Valencia  Gardens  project 
where  Prop.  D look  almost  75  percent  of 
the  vote.  (Another  potential  base  of  stadium 
support.  Bernal  Dwellings,  no  longer  exists 
as  voting  entity.)  The  stadium  also  inexplic- 
ably gathered  a 156-all  tie  in  the  vicinity  of 
26th  and  Guerrero,  a precinct  surrounded 
by  anti-stadium  sentiments. 

On  the  other  hand,  several  precincts 
near  Dolores  Park  rejected  the  Brown- 
DcBartolo  proposal  by  a better  than  2-1 
margin.  The  49crs  fared  worst  in  the  24th 
and  Valencia  coffeehouse  ghetto  where  the 
stadium  fell  72-33  and  the  mall  79-30. 
Perhaps  DcBartolo  should  have  promised  a 
slicker  java  blend.  Turnout  was  substantial- 
ly lower  than  usual,  perhaps  because 
precinct  boundaries  and  polling  locations 
were  changed,  leaving  voters  confused.  The 
worst  turnout  in  the  Mission  being  the 
newly  configured  Precinct  3720  at  23rd  and 
Guerrero  where  only  24  percent  of  those 
eligible  voted. 

Noting  a curious  pro-stadium  "spike"  in 
late-arriving  ballot — without  which  Prop.  F 
would  have  won  by  only  73  votes  rather 
than  nearly  1,000— and  the  opening  of 
"pre-election  satellite  polling  places"  in  the 
Southeast.  State  Senator  Quentin  Kopp. 
who  opposed  Props.  D and  F told  the  News 
he  would  be  drafting  legislation  to  correct 
such  “irregularities"  pending  an  investiga- 
tion by  Slate  D.A.  Lungren.  But  he  also 
said  he  would  not  press  for  a recall. 
Predicting  DeBartolo  would  make  "tens  of 
millions"  on  the  deal,  he  allowed  that  the 
success  of  the  proposal  would  at  least  gel 
the  City  off  the  hook  of  a potential  hundred 
million  dollar  liability.  And  so — albeit  for 
different  reasons — both  supporters  and 
opponents  of  the  mall  and  stadium  have  an 
incentive  for  going  out  and  doing  some 
shopping  when  it  opens. 


Will  you  do  what  you  said? 

With  the  battle  won — however  precarious- 
ly— Mission  stadium  supporters  arc  now' 
faced  with  the  struggle  to  hold  Mayor 
Brown  and  DeBartolo  to  their  promises, 
and  to  ensure  that  the  siadiuin/mall  is  prof- 
itable enough  so  that  San  Francisco  won't 
have  to  find  out  how  good  are  the  hands  of 
its  insurance  company. 

Props.  D and  F nearly  went  down 
because  the  City  would  be  obligated  to  fund 
up  to  twenty  percent  of  losses  without 
recouping  a dime  if  the  complex  makes 
money,  and  the  abysmal  public  transit  situ- 
ation in  the  Southeast  can't  have  helped.  A 
major  upgrade  of  service  is  needed  to  link 
the  stadium/mall  with  transfer  centers  like 
Third  Street  (if  and  when  the  long-pro- 
mised light  rail  line  is  established).  Mission 
Street  and  BART,  preferably  at  Balboa  Park 
to  serve  City  College  and  other  Metro  lines. 

This  gesture  to  DcBartolo's  customers 
and  employees  won't  come  cheap  so  the 
Mayor  should  be  firmer  about  revenue-gen- 
erating schemes  for  the  off-season.  We've 


long  recommended  restoring  a Playland- 
type  amusement  center  in  Candlestick  dur- 
ing the  downtime — an  attraction  which 
would  raise  money  on  its  own.  as  well  as 
enhance  DcBartolo's  mall  attendance  and 
sales. 

Davis  payoff,  a suggestion 

If  the  49ers‘  owner  isn’t  willing  to  part  with 
a fair  return  on  San  Francisco's  investment. 
Mayor  Brown  could  still  negotiate  for  some 
use  of  Candlestick  by  community-serving 
organizations  always  in  need  of  funds. 
Cultural  centers  quashed  by  the  failure  of 
Prop.  B.  youth  and  employment  entities 
like  RAP,  Arriba  Juntos  and  other  neighbor- 
hood and  citywide  agencies  could  be 
licensed  to  operate  games,  rides  and  con- 
cessions during  the  long  spring  and  summer 
months  when  the  49ers  aren't  around. 

DeBartolo  and  Brown  might  even  be 
able  to  partially  payoff  campaign  consul- 
tant Jack  Davis  in  kind — by  letting  him  set 
up  a Jack  Daniel's  Funhouse  in  the  end 
zone.  Adults  only  with  ID,  please! 


MISSION  NEIGHBORHOOD  WALDORF  KINDERGARTEN 

Centro  del  Pueblo,  474  Valencia  Street,  Suite  135 
(415)  703-0459 

Listen  to  what  the  experts  are  saying... 

"My  son  eats  more  vegetables,  has  better  health,  is  interested  in  telling 
complete  stories,  and  has  deepened  friendships."  Doesn’t  your  child 
deserve  the  best? 

SUMMER  CAMP  JUNE  23  - AUGUST  1 


Cogniuvc  Skill  Development 
Developmental  Approach 
Artistic  Work  - Creative  Play 

* Multicultural  Population 
• Family  Involvement 
• Affordable  Tuition 

This  school  does  not  discriminate  on  the  basis  of  race,  color,  religion,  national  origin,  sexual 

preference,  or  handicap 


VALENCIA 


SAN  IKANCISCO  CONDOMINIUMS 


Interested  In  Owning  Your 
First  Home? 


101  VALENCIA  offers  you  exciting 
city  living  at  a price  you  can  afford! 


Centrally  located  within  walking  distance  to  San  Francisco's 
exciting  neighborhoods , transportation  and  downtown 
cultural  centers  ■ SOMA , Castro  and  Mission  Districts 
■ BART  and  MUNI  m 


SPECIAL  HOME  FEATURES 


*109  New  Condominiums  with  16  different 
floor  plans  including  40  with  lofts. 
*Designed  by  an  award  winning  architectural  team. 

*Bay  windows  available  in  some  floor  plans. 
*Beautifully  landscaped  central  private  courtyard. 
*Childcare  center  on  premises 
*Secured  buildings , underground  parking 
and  much  more. 

EQUAL  HOUSING  OPPORTUNITY 


How  You  Can  Own  Your  Home 


*5%  Down 

^Mortgage  Assistance  ($  0 -$333  per  month) 

* Deferred  Secondary  Financing 
"City  Seconds " (from  $8,500  - $40,000) 

101  VALENCIA  offers  first  time  hom’ebuyers  an  exciting  opportunity  to 
purchase  a home  at  these  affordable  prices: 


2 Bedrooms  from  $140,000  2 Bedrooms  + loft  from  $165,000 

3 Bedrooms  from  $180,000  3 Bedrooms  + loft  from  $200,000 

4  Bedrooms  $220,000 

* Available  for  qualified  households.  Income,  household  size  and  resale  restrictions  will  apply 

For  more  information  Call  -Toll  Free-  Suzy  Kuri risky : 1/800- 793-1773 
To  receive  informational/application  packet,  please  complete  the  form  below 
and  mail  to:  101  VALENCIA  c/o  Affordable  Housing  Marketing  & Sales, 

P.O.  Box  281527,  San  Francisco,  CA  94128-1527  or  fax  it  to  1/  510-795-8317 


r 


Yes!  Send  information  on  101  VALENCIA. 


n 


Name  of  Applicant 

Current  Address 

City 


Zip_ 


Day  Phone 


Evening  Phone 


Annual  Gross  Household  Income  from  all  sources  $ 


Resources  Available  for  Downpayment  & Closing  Costs  $ 

Number  of  people  in  household: Ages 

I (We)  would  be  interested  in  a : 


□ 2BR 

□ 2BR  +Ioft 


□ 3BR 

□ 3BR  +loft 


□ 4BR 


Applicant's  Signature 


Co- Applicant  Signature 


L 


J 


New  Mission  News 


JULY  1997  7 


edited  by  Deanne  Berger-Moudgil 


Gangkids  equated  with  child  molesters 


ASSEMBLYMAN  PETER  FRUSETTA 
(R-Tres  Pinos)  has  authored  an  ominous 
bill  currently  working  its  way  through 
the  legislature.  AB1031.  If  passed,  this  leg- 
islation would  require  the  registration  of 
both  adult  and  juvenile  gang  members  “for 
the  same  reason  we  currently  require  sex 
offenders  to  register,”  said  Frusetta.'They 
represent  a clear  and  present  danger  to  the 
community." 

The  legislator  describes  his  proposed 
law  as  a “proactive  approach  to  a serious 
problem  both  in  my  28th  Assembly  District 
and  the  state.  The  police  often  have  no  idea 
that  new  gang  members  have  moved  into 
town  until  a crime  is  committed  and  anoth- 
er person  is  victimized.  My  bill  ends  this 
‘wait  and  see'  dilemma.  It  will  provide 
local  police  with  current  information  on 
gang  members’  locations.  They  can  allocate 
police  resources  accordingly.” 


On  April  23,  AB1031  passed  the 
Assembly  Public  Safety  Committee.  Next, 
this  bill  will  be  heard  in  the  Assembly 
Appropriations  Committee.  As  we  go  to 
press,  a hearing  date  has  not  yet  been  set. 

What  do  the  readers  of  GangSpeak 
think  about  this  bill?  Will  it  result  in  the 
further  criminalization  of  our  youth,  espe- 
cially our  minority  youth?  What  other 
methods  might  be  more  effective  and  more 
humane?  Let  us  know!  To  protest  this  bill, 
call  Assemblyman  Frusetta's  office  at  (‘>16) 
445-7380. 


Gang  members:  This  is  your  column.  This 
is  your  voice.  Send  your  essays,  poems,  rap 
song,  and  art  to:  Deanne  Berger-Moudgil, 
GangSpeak  Column  Editor,  c/o  New 
Mission  News,  777  Valencia  Street,  San 
Francisco . CA  94J10.  Call  Deanne  at  864- 
653 1 or  page  her  at  227-6338. 


It  is  time  for  good  coffee  at 

A 


T/te  Ctu6  Coffee  Mousey 


'Best  Coffee  & Coffee  drinks 

Organic  Sandwiches  & Salad 

Bower  Smoothies 

Live  Juices 

920  Valencia  st.,  between  20th  & Liberty 
Open  every  day  from  6:00  am  to  12:00  midnight 


New  ColleqE  of  CaUFornIa 

PROMOTING  MULTICULTURALISM 
INTO  THE  NEXT  MILLENIUM 

New  ColUqE  of  CaUFornia 

is  COMMillld  10  AIN  fduCAliOIN  lIlAI  HNCOURAqiS 

CoMMUNrry  BuildiNq  • CimicAl  & CRotNded  ThiNkiNq 
SocIaL  Concern  & AcrivisM  • iNTERdiscipliNARy  LtARNiNq 
An  UNdERSTANdiNq  & AppREciATioN  oF  CuIturaI  DivERsiTy 


Our  HuMANmes  ANd  WeekeNd 
B.A.  CoiviplETioN  Programs  are 
CURRENTly  ACCEpTiNq  ApplicAliONS 
For  tIie  FaII  ‘97  Term 


• ENjoy  smaII  In r e ract ivt  suvunars  • Choose  a scHecIlU  iIiai  m ms  your 
ANd  extensive  AcJvisiNq  fROM  boi El  \(  rds  dAy,  I VI Ni\Q  or  wffla\ds 

fACuLy  ANd  cOMMUNiiy  menfors  • Areas  of  study  iNclude 

ARTS,  MUSIC  & LITERATURE,  CULTURAL  STUDIES 
ANd  COMMUNITY  & GLOBAL  STUDIES 


\ 


AddiiioNAl  pRoqiwMS  offtRtd  ai  New  ColltqE:  Public  Imfresi  I aw  Si  l-icxil,  S(  IkhjI  <>[ 
CRAduATE  Psychology,  WeekENd  M.A.,  PoEiics  M.A  A M l. A.,  IlacTier  I di<  Atio\ 
CREdEMiAl,  Creation  SpiRi i u aIii y M.A,,  WtekEsd  Science  Ksiiiut 


777  Valencia  Street 

iN  ibt  MissioN  DisTRid  of  San  Francisco 

AdiviissioNS  (415)457  5460 

I nFo:  http://www.newcollege.edu 

Ptopk  of  ColoR  ARE  I N<  OURACjld  10  Apply. 


FiNANdAl  Aid  is  AvAiUbU.  AccRfdiiEd  by  tIhe  Wesiirn  Assoc  iAiioiv  of  Sc  hools  A\d  Coikqts. 


CELEBRATING  25  YEARS  OF  PROGRESSIVE  EDUCATION 


HARRINGTON  BROS. 


Furnishings 

Antiques 

Moving 


599  VALENCIA  (at17th) 
(415)  861-7300 


We  Buy  & Sell  Everything 
for  Home  & Office 
Old , Like  New  & Antique 


USED  BOOKS 


AND  RECORDS 

BUY  OR  TRADE 


wuyiie  nuiaer 

T686  20<t'  Street  (ar  Guerrero) 

Nm  Francisco.  CA  941 10  (41 5)  648-0957 


Manzanita’s  New  Hours  — Noon  to  Nine,  Closed  Tuesdays 

web  site  http://tcc.iz.net/~jeffs/Manzanita 


8 JULY  1997 


New  Mission  News 
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Broadsider 


Andy  Solow 


Open  Space  Update 


DURING  THE  LAST  SIX  YEARS,  the 
Mission  District  has  received  in  excess  of 
$4.5  million  from  the  City's  Open  Space 
Fund,  to  fund  acquisition  renovation  and 
development  projects  at  Dolores  Park. 
Mission  Playground.  Franklin  Field.  23rd 
and  Treat.  Jose  Coronado  Playground. 
Alioto  Mini  Park  (completed),  and  several 
other  sites.  The  following  is  a report  on  the 
City’s  progress  in  completing  those  projects. 

Dolores  Park  Soccer  Field  covered 
with  bald  spots? 

Nearly  five  years  and  more  than  $350,000 
al  ter  the  Dolores  Park  Soccer  Field  concept 
was  first  proposed,  the  City  has  yet  to  com- 
plete the  construction  of  a practice  soccer 
field  in  Dolores  Park.  This  spring,  the  City 
hired  a private  subcontractor  to  repair  the 
defective  drainage  system  on  the  east  end 
of  the  field.  After  the  subcontractor  finished 
working  on  the  drainage  system,  the  Parks 
Department  was  supposed  to  repair  the 
flood  damaged  turf.  But  more  than  two 
months  after  work  on  the  drainage  system 
was  finished,  the  field  is  still  covered  with 
large  bald  spots.  Several  calls  to  area  super- 
visor Dennis  Neal  were  ignored.  But.  Park 
and  Rec  General  Manager  Joel  Robinson 
said  repair  work  on  the  turf  will  begin 
immediately. 

Franklin  Field  goal  mouths  already 
down  to  bare  dirt? 

During  the  last  twelve  months,  this  City 
spent  close  to  $700,000  on  the  renovation 
of  Franklin  Soccer  Field  (17th  & Bryant). 
But.  even  though  the  field  has  been  open 
for  less  than  a month,  both  goal  mouths  are 
already  worn  down  to  bare  dirt.  Even 
though  the  City  just  spent  close  to  $10,000 
on  seven  sets  of  portable  goal  posts  to  pre- 
vent this  problem  from  occurring  at  the 
Golden  Gate  Park  Polo  Fields,  the  bureau- 
crats put  fixed  goals  with  concrete  footings 
at  Franklin  Field.  According  to  Park 
Planner  Joanne  Wilson,  the  City  is  now 
considering  digging  up  the  concrete  foot- 
ings and  replacing  the  fixed  goals  with 
portables.  Don't  these  guys  ever  gel  any- 
thing right  the  first  time? 

Jose  Coronado  (JC)  Playground 

In  September  of  1991,  the  community  sub- 
mitted a renovation  plan  for  Jose  Coronado 
Playground  to  the  Open  Space  Committee. 
The  community's  request  was  approved  and 
funds  have  been  available  for  the  renova- 
tion since  the  fall  of  1992.  But,  even  though 
this  project  has  been  fully  funded  for  nearly 
five  years,  the  first  spoonful  of  earth  has  yet 
to  be  turned.  Mired  in  a morass  of  bureau- 
cratic red  tape,  before  it’s  over  the  City  will 
have  spent  more  than  seven  years  and  close 
to  $550,000  to  design  and  construct  a recre- 
ation room,  a bathroom,  an  office  and  a new 
play  structure  for  JC  Playground. 

According  to  Rec  Park  General  Manager 
Joel  Robinson,  under  the  current  bureau- 
cratic system,  the  normal  flow  time  for  the 
completion  of  a project  like  the  renovation 
of  JC  Playground  is  eight  years!  In  fact, 
Robinson  reported  that  more  than  $27  mil- 
lion open  space  dollars  previously  allocated 
to  approved  projects  are  languishing  in  the 
bank  while  those  projects  negotiate  the 
bureaucratic  ooze.  Robinson  indicated  his 
concern  that  the  voters  would  not  renew 
funding  for  the  City’s  Open  Space  Program 
unless  the  results  were  more  immediate, 
and  stated  his  intent  to  cut  the  total  time  it 
takes  to  complete  an  Open  Space  Project  to 
three  years.  According  to  Robinson,  it  took 
eighteen  years  to  complete  a new  play- 
ground for  Chinatown. 

The  first  delay  in  the  renovation  of  JC 


Playground  resulted  from  a dispute  between 
Rec  Park  staff  and  the  community  over  the 
renovation  plan.  Instead  of  working  with 
the  people  who  had  requested  the  renova- 
tion and  secured  the  necessary  funds  from 
the  Open  Space  Program,  the  staff  developed 
their  own  plan  independently.  In  October  of 
1994,  alter  nearly  two  years  and  consider- 
able ann  twisting,  the  SF  Recreation  and 
Park  Commission  rejected  the  renovation 
plan  recommended  by  Rec  Park  planning 
staff  and  approved  the  community's  plan 
for  Jose  Coronado  (JC)  Playground. 

Subsequent  to  the  park  planner's  defeat 
t at  the  hands  of  the  community,  no  addition- 
al work  was  done  on  this  project  for  an 
entire  year.  The  park  planner's  excuse  was 
that  the  City  was  having  trouble  extending 
a simple  private  subcontract  for  architectur- 
al services. 

In  November  1995,  head  park  planner 
Deborah  Learner  slated  that  she  had  per- 
sonally interceded  and  twice  required  that 
the  schedule  for  the  completion  of  the  JC 
Playground  renovation  be  shortened.  At 
that  time.  Learner  said,  "My  goal  is  to  have 
all  of  the  paperwork  and  approvals  for  this 
project  completed  by  the  end  of  1996. 
Hopefully,  the  physical  renovation  of  JC 
Playground  will  be  in  progress  by  the 
beginning  of  1997." 

In  May  1996,  Park  Planner  Joanne 
Wilson  predicted  that  construction  would 
start  on  the  JC  Playground  renovation  by 
the  end  of  1996. 

Well,  now  it’s  June  1997,  and  the  Park 
Planners  are  currently  predicting  that  con- 
struction will  start  on  the  JC  Playground 
renovation  by  November  1997.  Everybody 
Pray!  Please!!! 

23rd  and  Treat  Street  Park 

This  project  was  proposed  more  than  five 
years  ago  by  the  Calle  22  Neighborhood 
Organization  and  has  been  fully  funded  for 
more  than  three  years.  Park  Planner  Marvin 
Yce  completed  the  preliminary  design  for 
this  proposed  new  park  with  community 
participation  and  approval  in  1994.  Unfor- 
tunately. due  to  of  the  presence  of  toxic 
contaminants  on  the  site  and  the  ensuing 


argument  about  the  value  of  the  contami- 
nated property,  acquisition  and  develop- 
ment of  the  23rd  & Treat  Street  Park  has 
been  on  hold  since  February  1995. 

According  to  Harry  Quinn,  Assistant 
Director  of  the  City  Real  Estate  Depart- 
ment, the  City  is  now  proceeding  with  con- 
demnation and  purchase  of  the  subject  pro- 
perty concurrently.  Quinn  indicated  that  the 
city's  Real  Estate  Department  is  in  the  pro- 
cess of  filing  condemnation  papers  with  the 
SF  Board  of  Supervisors;  but  if  all  nine  of 
the  current  owners  of  the  subject  property 
sign  the  sale  agreement,  then  the  condem- 
nation will  be  abandoned. 

Quinn  says  that  the  owners  of  the  prop- 
erty have  verbally  agreed  to  sell  the  City 
the  triangular  shaped  lot  bounded  by  23rd, 
Treat,  plus  a $300,000  credit  back  to  the 
City  for  lead  contamination  on  the  site, 
which  was  leached  into  the  soil  from  earth- 
quake debris  dumped  on  the  site  subsequent 
to  the  1906  earthquake,  and  whatever  the 
seller  has  to  pay  to  clean  out  the  fuel  tank 
pits  under  the  sidewalk  on  23rd  Street. 


When  it’s  all  said  and  done,  the  seller  will 
only  recover  about  $700,000  of  their  origi- 
nal investment  of  $1.3  million — about  50 
cents  on  the  dollar.  That’s  why  this  one  is 
taking  so  long. 

Mission  Playground 

Construction  actually  started  on  the  renova- 
tion of  the  children’s  playground  at  this 
facility  in  April  1997.  According  to  area 
resident  and  project  proponent  Kathy 
Courtney,  since  there  is  no  good  time  to 
close  a children’s  playground,  the  commu- 
nity requested  that  the  installation  of  the 
new  play  equipment  be  completed  as  soon 
as  possible  even  if  that  meant  that  the  play- 
ground might  be  closed  for  part  of  the  sum- 
mer. According  to  John  Thomas,  landscape 
architect  for  the  DPW  Bureau  of  Construc- 
tion Management,  the  City  already  has 
physical  possession  of  the  new  play  equip- 
ment so  as  soon  as  site  preparation  is  com- 
plete, the  installation  of  the  new  play- 
ground equipment  can  proceed.  According 
to  Thomas,  the  playground  should  reopen 
by  the  middle  of  August  1997. 


Miss 

Angelina 

Don’t  Let  Time  And  Distance 
Stand  In  The  Way  OF  Health 

She  succeeds  where  others  fail 
Will  read  your  entire  life  without 
asking  a single  question.  She  was 
bom  gifted  to  help  you  no  matter 
what  your  problems  might  be 
Health,  Happiness,  Love, 
Marriage,  Business,  Job,  etc  Also 
finds  loved  ones  and  lost  articles. 
She  guarantees  results. 

Will  remove  Evil  influences  and 
Bad  Luck.  Let  her  start  you  on  the 
road  to  Happiness  and  Success. 
Will  also  tell  you  your  lucky  days 
and  numbers  Just  one  visit  will 
convince  you 

Open  Daily  & Sunday 
8 AM  to  9 PM 
668-9239 

Horoscope  & Tarot 
Readings 


I.Q.'s 

Checked  At 
Door 


EXHIBITS  BY  LOCAL  ARTISTS 


Full  Bar 

Espresso,  Cappuccino 
Anchor  Steam  on  Draught 

A Gathering  Place  For  the  Creative  People 
Ol  Bohemia  By  the  Bay  Since  The  Forties 

Open  Every  Day 

of  the  Year  6am-2am 

255  Columbus  Avenue 

(At  Jack  Kerouac  Alley) 


We  feature  the  ^ 

onpg§ir 

Selection  of 

African,  Latin,  ® — 

Brazilian,  Carib-  ® Pw-  * x 

bean,  and  other  V..7  / . jjjfX 

Selected  music 

(Traditional  & iC 

Contemporary) 

693  Guerrero  St  <3  p.  ■ 

18th,  San  Francisco  I 1 1 Al  I JP  cDCilf 
Hours:  Tuesday  to  L-/  I ^ • 

Saturday,  noon  to  7;  . V V ’ ^ ; 

Sunday  from  1 to  6.  f°r  the  £»St  in  world  music 


Chile  Undo 

CHILEAN  DELICATESSEN 

Catering.  Sandwich,  Salad  & Juice  Bar 
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Hujazi's  headaches:  storms,  suits  & plumbing 


The  Mission's  most  notorious  landlady  goes 
to  court  and  goes  to  court  and  goes  to  court... 


by  Victor  Miller 

The  Mission's  most  notorious  landla- 
dy Monica  Hujazi  has  always  been 
quick  to  call  in  the  attorneys  when 
engaged  in  disputes  with  her  tenants  or 
employees.  But  the  game  of  civil  action 
rough  house  has  its  perils,  as  Hujazi  is  find- 
ing out  in  a number  of  court  fights  that  she 
has  already  lost  or  had  to  settle,  and  actions 
against  her  that  are  pending. 

In  an  embarrassing  defeat  in  Alameda 
County,  Hujazi  lost  a lawsuit  she  filed 
against  her  former  boyfriend,  plastic  sur- 
geon Jeffrey  Friedman.  Hujazi  claimed 
Friedman  talked  her  into  having  unneces- 
sary surgery  and  then,  unwanted  sex. 
According  to  an  article  by  Dick  Goldberg 
in  the  April,  11  1997  edition  of  the  legal 
newspaper,  the  Daily  Journal,  “While  she 
was  recovering,  Hujazi  alleged,  Friedman 
induced  her  to  have  sex.  bumped  his  head 
in  her  face  and  opened  up  her  stitches.  The 
following  day,  according  to  her  suit, 
Friedman,  took  Hujazi  to  his  office  where 
her  skin  was  reglued.  Friedman  also  took 
her  to  a psychologist  because  she  had  start- 
ed going  crazy’."  The  1st  Circuit  Court  of 
Appeal  disagreed  with  Hujazi’s  accusations 
of  malpractice,  sexual  abuse  and  fraud  and 
ruled  that  the  sex  was  consensual  and  the 
surgery  within  the  bounds  of  acceptable 
medical  practice.  It  was,  nonetheless,  a 
bizarre  case  during  which  Hujazi  claimed 
Friedman  forcing  her  to  have  both  sex  and 
surgery  resulted  in  her  experiencing  “con- 
fusion; constant  fear  and  paranoia;  anxiety 
and  panic  attacks”. 

Fabricio  Flepes,  owner  of  El  Gigante 
Market  at  3019  Mission  Street,  had  anxi- 


eties of  his  own.  In  December,  1995,  just 
before  he  was  about  to  open  for  business, 
the  ceiling  in  the  commercial  space  he  rent- 
ed from  Hujazi  leaked  by  the  bucketful  and 
sewer  lines  backed  up,  flooding  the  base- 
ment. Despite  thousands  of  dollars  in 
ruined  inventory,  Flepes  stayed  in  business 
and  took  Hujazi  to  court  for  fraud,  charging 
that  she  had  misrepresented  the  condition 
of  the  building.  The  case  dragged  on  until 
last  month,  when  it  was  settled.  As  part  of 
the  settlement,  Flepes  cannot  disclose  the 
amount  he  was  awarded,  but  he  had  initial- 
ly asked  for  $645,000.  One  indication  that 
Flepes  did  pretty  well  is  a court  ruling  that 
reads,  in  part:  “the  plaintiff  has  shown  a 
substantial  probability,  that  by  clear  and 
convincing  evidence  at  trial,  they  will  be 
entitled  to  recover  punitive  damages."  In 
other  words.  Flepes  would  have  won  the 
case. 

Drenched  in  the  same  storms  were 
Hujazi  tenants  John  Alvarado  and  Cathy 
Reily.  When  water  poured  into  the  Hayes 
Street  apartment  they  rented  from  Hujazi. 
they  were  forced  to  live  elsewhere. 
According  to  their  attorney.  Francisco 
Torres,  when  the  couple  returned  to  their 
apartment  a few  weeks  later  to  recover  their 
possessions,  Hujazi  had  hauled  everything 
they  owned — valued  at  about  $20,000 — off 
to  the  dump.  Many  of  the  items  were  per- 
sonal things,  such  as  family  photo  albums 
and  therefore,  irreplaceable.  Alvarado  and 
Reily  were  forced  to  live  with  friends  and 
relatives.  They,  too,  are  suing  Hujazi  but  a 
trial  date  has  still  not  been  set. 

One  case  that  is  scheduled  for  trial  is 
that  of  Hujazi  tenant  Juan  Sanchez.  When 
Sanchez  tried  to  get  Hujazi  to  make  repairs 
on  his  apartment  at  22nd  and  Guerrero,  she 


either  did  nothing  or  had  workmen  come 
into  Sanchez's  apartment  remove  portions 
of  the  plumbing  such  as  the  shower,  bathtub 
and  toilet  for  lengthy  periods  of  tune.  At 
one  point,  workmen  hauled  off  the  toilet 
and  did  not  bring  it  back  for  ten  days.  When 
Sanchez  tried  to  correct  code  violations 
himself  and  deduct  the  cost  from  the  rent. 
Hujazi  tried  but  failed  to  evict  him.  The 
results  of  this  suit,  which  was  filed  not  only 
on  the  behalf  of  Sanchez,  but  also  the  gen- 
eral public,  could  be  dramatic.  Attorney 
Anne  Menasche  is  asking  the  Superior 
Court  to  issue  an  injunction  that  would 
force  Hujazi  to  bring  her  properly  up  to 
code.  "If  we  win,  then  anytime  she  fails  to 
make  repairs,  tenants  can  go  straight  to  the 
judge  and  the  judge  can  force  Hujazi  to 
comply,"  Menasche  told  the  News  when  the 
case  began  back  in  October.  1996.  If  this 
happens,  it  will  be  too  late  for  another 
Hujazi  tenant,  Adrian  Sly,  who  lived  in  the 
same  building  as  Sanchez.  Sly,  who  suf- 
fered from  AIDS,  battled  Hujazi  from 
March.  1996  until  his  death  in  August,  1996 
over  a nonworking,  shower,  a toilet  that  had 
to  be  filled  with  water  by  hand  in  order  to 
Hush  and  various  other  substandard  condi- 
tions. Friends  believe  Sly’s  long  stressful 
fight  with  Hujazi  and  his  wretched  living 


conditions  hastened  his  demise.  When  Sly's 
mother  came  by  the  apartment  to  try  to 
claim  her  son's  possessions,  Hujazi  called 
the  police.  Outraged  at  Sly's  death  housing 
activists  staged  a protest  at  Hujazi's 
Hillsborough  estate  in  September  1996  (see 
New  Mission  News  October  1996) 

Menasche  is  seeking  other  Hujazi 
tenants  to  testify  about  conditions  in  their 
buildings;  she  can  be  reached  at  (415)  665- 
6746. 
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New  Mission  News 


The  Mission’s  Bad  Bar  List  for  1997 


Cops  pick  ten  local  watering  holes  for  special  attention 


By  Victor  Miller 

In  1996.  ihe  San  Francisco  Police 
Department  received  a SI 00.000  grant 
from  the  State  of  California  to  crack 
down  on  problem  bars  and  liquor  stores  in 
the  City.  The  allocation  compensates,  to 
certain  extent,  for  severe  cut  backs  in  the 
Alcoholic  Beverages  Control  (ABC)  over 
the  last  few  years.  As  a requirement  of  the 
grant,  local  San  Francisco  police  stations 
drew  up  a list  of  the  worst  establishments  in 
their  jurisdiction.  With  one  of  the  highest 
concentrations  of  liquor  outlets  in  the  state, 
the  Mission  is  a neighborhood  that  really 
needs  the  help. 

Last  years  list  of  Mission  bad  booze 
vendors  was  lead  by  the  notorious  Doc's 
Clock,  now  closed  down  and  about  to  open 
under  new  and  vastly  improved  manage- 
ment. An  action  by  the  City  Attorney's 
Office  hit  the  Doc’s  landlord.  Ben  Winter, 
with  a $10,000  fine.  Winter  managed  to 
convince  Mayor  Willie  Brown  to  set  up  a 
face  to  face  meeting  between  him  and  City 
Attorney  Louise  Rcnne.  Rcnne  met  with 
Winter  but  refused  to  back  off. 

The  number  two  bar  on  last  year’s  list, 
the  Diamond  Club,  has  also  been  shut 
down. 

Four  bars  that  were  on  last  years  list  are 
also  on  this  years  list:  Pop's,  Galan’s. 
Carlos  Club  and  Vigil's  Club.  They  can  ex- 
pect extra  special  police  attention. 


Sidewalk  body  surfing  at  19th  and  Mission.  Photo  by  Arthur  Hudson. 


according  to  Ludlow.  On  November  20, 
1996,  police  arrested  a bartender  at  El 
Mariachi  Club  for  sale  of  six  ounces  of 
heroin. 

The  number  two  bad  spot  on  the  list. 
Hacienda  Los  3 Magueyes.  is  a few  doors 
down  from  Doc’s  Clock  on  Mission  Street. 
Ludlow  says* the  displaced  Clockers  have 
set  up  shop  here  and  are  up  to  the  same  old 
stuff:  coke  and  smack. 

New  to  the  list  this  year  is  the  Sun  Rest 
Comer  at  19th  and  Mission.  Ronnie  Fan 
owner  was  none  too  happy  about  it:  “We  try 
to  control  our  own  bar.  but  we  are  afraid  to 
deal  with  people  outside....  If  there  is 
something  inside.  I am  responsible  for  it.  If 
the  police  department  wants  me  to  do  their 
job,  they'll  have  to  pay  me  a fortune!  I’d 
need  an  army  to  do  the  job....  I have  four 
bullet  holes  inside  my  wall!  I hope  the 
police  don't  think  I asked  them  [the  perpe- 
trators] to  shoot  them." 

Fan  admitted  to  no  more  than  the  nor- 


mal amount  of  problems  at  his  bar,  “I  serve 
people  drinks  and  they  behave  themselves," 
he  said.  “Once  in  a while,  there’s  a fight — 
like  any  other  bar.  I think  the  police  need 
more  action  rather  than  this  smear  for 
something  that  is  out  of  my  control  ” 

The  1997  list  of  bad  on  sale  drinking  estab- 
lishments is  as  follows: 

1.  El  Mariachi  night  Club  3024  Mission 

2.  Hacienda  3 Magueyes  Restaurant  2565 
Mission 

3.  Galan’s  Club  3050  24th  Street 

4.  Imperial  club  806  South  Van  Ness 

5.  Sunrest  Corner  2299  Mission. 

6.  Carlos  Club  3278  24th  Street 

7.  Pop’s  Bar  2800  24th  Street 

8.  Ilpango  Restaurant  3066  24th  Street 

9.  Birriera  Jalisco  Restaurant  1198  Treat 

10.  Vigil’s  Club  2730  21st  Street 
Next  month  problem  liquor  stores. 
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• The  premier 
provider  of  emer- 
gency housing  to 
Latino  adults  in  the 
Mission. 

• The  Richard  M. 
Cohen  Residence, 
the  Castro's  . 
preeminent  HIV 
supportive  housing 
facility. 

• Community 
meeting  space  and 
center  at  938 
Valencia  Street 


Providing  housing, 
sanctuary  and  support  for 
people  in  the  Mission  and 
Castro  Neighborhoods 
since  1983. 


The  owner  of  Pop’s,  Francis  Prieto,  was 
angered  about  being  singled  out.  ’’I’ve  been 
calling  the  cops,  and  the  kids  come  right 
back.  I’m  stressed  out!.”  he  said.  “Most  of 
the  kids  respect  me  when  I tell  them  to  get. 
but  I got  one  kid  who  has  been  egging  me 
on  for  six  months.” 

The  permit  officer  who  compiled  the 
Mission  Station  list.  Officer  Jim  Ludlow, 
was  unmoved.  Ludlow  is  incensed  by  an 
incident  which  he  says  occured  as  a result 
of  Pop’s,  where  after-hours  drinkers  left  the 
bar  and  mugged  a man  in  a wheelchair. 

The  owner  of  Carlos  Club,  Carlos 
Guttierrez,  was  not  pleased  either.  "1  don’t 
know  why  the  police  have  my  bar  on  the 
list.  1 have  been  here  for  17  years.  My 
record  speaks  for  itself;  no  bad  record, 
nothing,”  he  said.  “The  only  problem  is  the 
public  parking  lot  [across  the  street]. 
Nothing  I can  do  about  that." 

El  Mariachi  Club,  the  number  one  bar 
on  the  list  and  currently  under  suspension, 
has  been  a police  problem  for  some  time. 


Want  to  be  a Mentor? 

Coach  * Teach  *Leam 
Play  * Inspire 

as  a volunteer  in  the  SportsBridge 
Athlete  Mentor  Program!  SportsBridge, 
a nonprofit  organization  dedicated  to 
empowering  girls  through  sports,  is 
looking  for  women  to  participate  in 
positive  one-to-one  mentoring 
relationships  with  girls  in  the  Mission, 
ages  11-14.  For  a mentor  application 
call  (415)  778-8390  cxt.304.  Deadline 
July  18.  Bilingual  women  and  women 
of  color  encouraged  to  apply' 
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Youth  Credit  Union  staff  and  volunteers.  Photo  by  Arthur  Hudson 


Kids  learn  all  about  cash 

Youth  Credit  Union , a hands  on  course  in  economics 


Media  Alliance  can  help. ..Come  check  out  our  JobFile 
listings,  updated  3 times  a week,  covering  media  positions 
throughout  the  Bay  Area,  or  subscribe  to  our  JobFile 
Mailing,  sent  out  twice  a week.  200+  jobs  a month. 


Positions  available  in  design,  graphics . production , PR  & marketing . 
administration . broadcasting,  media  advocacy  V community  work,  print 
journalism , technical  support,  Web.  production,  and  more 
Freelance  work,  internships,  temporary,  & permanent  positions. 
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MeAiaAlliance 

814  Mission  Street.  #205.  SF.  CA  94103;  « (415)  546-6334;  Fax:  (415)  546-6218; 
e-mail:  ma@igc.org;  www.media-alliance.org/ 


by  Robert  Ross 

A band  of  boys  and  girls  have  formed 
a new  group  in  the  Mission  and 
South  of  Market  that  transcends 
ethnic  and  racial  boundaries,  and  is  the  first 
organization  of  its  kind  in  California.  In  late 
May.  the  Youth  Credit  Union — run  by  and 
for  the  young  people  of  the  area — opened 
its  doors  to  the  public  after  nearly  a year  of 
planning.  Last  month,  parents,  sponsors, 
advisors  and  credit  union  members  gath- 
ered at  the  South  of  Market  Recreation 
Center  to  celebrate  the  hard  work  of  the 
nearly  seventy  youth  who  have  started  the 
credit  union. 

The  Youth  Credit  Union  is  one  of 
Fifteen  credit  unions  in  the  nation  and  is 
part  of  a nationwide  program  aimed  at 
educating  the  youth  of  lower  income  neigh- 
borhoods in  the  management  and  use  of 
personal  and  community  financing.  Initial 
funding  for  the  program  came  from  the  San 
Francisco  Enterprise  Community  Program, 
to  support  the  collaborative  efforts  of  the 
Mission  Area  Federal  Credit  Union. 
Mission  Economic  Development  Associa- 
tion, South  of  Market  Foundation  and 
Arriba  Juntos. 

Some  of  the  children  spoke  of  the 
impact  they  have  already  felt  in  making  this 
business  venture  a reality.  “It  teaches  me 
the  responsibility  it  takes  for  a job.”  said 
Sadaf  Minapara.  an  eleven  year-old  who  is 
a teller  at  the  credit  union. 

Minapara  plans  to  remain  a member  at 
the  credit  union  until  she  is  eighteen.  She 
has  been  working  for  over  nine  months  at 
the  union  and  has  saved  about  S150.  She 
wants  to  be  a chemist  when  she  grows  up 
and  a credit  union  manager  next  year. 

Besides  being  educational.  Minapara 
said  that  it’s  entertaining  working  at  the 
credit  union.  “It’s  fun  because  you  get  to 
communicate  with  other  children  that  you 
don't  know,”  said  Minapara. 

The  manager  of  the  credit  union  is 


eleven  year-old  Nana  Geodzhayeva.  She  is 
from  Azerbajian,  a country  close  to  the 
Black  Sea  and  once  a part  of  the  former 
Soviet  Union.  She  has  saved  about  $70  in 
the  year  that  she  has  worked  in  the  program 
and  plans  to  remain  at  the  credit  union  until 
she  turns  eighteen. 

Nana  described  the  program's  purpose: 
"It's  about  children  saving  money,  opening 
accounts  and  giving  them  the  ability  to  be 
responsible  for  something.  We're  dealing 
with  real  money,”  she  said,  ''and  it's  a lot  of 
responsibility." 

The  credit  union  will  serve  practical 
and  educational  purposes  for  the  young 
people.  According  to  project  coordinator 
Scott  Goering,  the  credit  union  will  offer 
the  members  a place  to  save  their  money,  a 
chance  to  work  in  the  business  as  a teller  or 
manager  and  the  opportunity  to  go  to  work- 
shops aimed  at  educating  the  youth  on 
mathematics,  college  savings  and  shop- 
ping. 

Lucia  Mattox  is  an  eight  year-old  who 
heard  about  the  credit  union  through  a 
friend.  She  signed  up  as  a member  during 
the  Saturday  festivities.  She  wants  to  save 
money  for  a bike,  a summer  trip  to  Mil- 
waukee and  a birthday  trip  to  DisneyLand. 

Stipends  arc  given  to  those  who  partic- 
ipate in  the  credit  union  on  a regular  basis. 
There  will  be  both  long  term  and  short  term 
savings  accounts  and  in  the  future  a loan 
deparunent.  The  loan  program  would  also 
be  run  by  and  for  the  members  with  adult 
supervision.  Emphasis  will  be  placed  on  the 
members  to  make  decisions  on  their  own. 
“The  kids  will  make  their  own  decisions, 
(and]  possibly,  their  own  mistakes,"  said 
Goering. 


The  Credit  Union  is  presently  open  two 
days  a week.  During  the  summer,  the  hours 
will  be  3 to  4:30  p.m.  on  Wednesdays  and 
12  to  2:30  p.m.  on  Saturdays.  During  the 
school  year,  Wednesday  hours  will  be  from 
4 to  5 p.m.. 


Learn  How  Easy  It  Is  To  Compost  At  A 
FREE  WORKSHOP! 


Turn  your  food  and  garden  waste  into  gardener’s  gold! 


Basic  and  Worm  Composting 

Saturday,  July  12(10  am  - Noon) 

St.  Mary's  Urban  Youth  Farm 
On  Alemeny  Ave.  near  Ellsworth  St. 

Container  Gardens  and  Composting 

Sunday,  July  27  (2  - 4 pm) 

Garden  for  the  Environment 
7th  Ave.  at  Lawton 


Sponsored  hy  lhc  San  Francisco  Recycling  Program 
Conducted  by  the  San  Francisco  League  of  Urban  Gardeners 
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• Scanning 

• Laser  Prints 

• Labels 

• Binding 

• Laminating 

•Fedex 

• U.P.S 

• Mail  Boxes 

924  Valencia  St.  (Between  20th  & 21st) 

Tel/Fax  (415)  642-0559 

e-mail:  bazaar@aimnet.com 


BENDIX  BRAKE  SERVICE... PADS  & SHOES 
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Mtn  mgn  temp  grease 
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• ReMl  system  vxtn  001 
3 Drake  fluid 
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• inspect  master 
c/under,  wneel 
evtmoer.  noses  and 
earner 

■ 8rake  performance 
mao  rest 

■ Oeqate  arums  or  rotor 


Turn  Orumi  4 Rotors  A Metallic  Radi  £itr* 


Pads  A Shoes 
GUARANTEED  TOW  LR! 


Xs35 


FROM 

SOC95* 


FRONT  Ofl  REAR 


CLUTCH  SPECIAL 


Front  wewal  Orrro  ticuM 

New  F actor,  FwU  tar  knporti  A Pormettci  (no«  rwawa 
FniLJMmhnu/ldtunnMi 


Start  From 
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Luoncx  ffaromaaan  some 


■ insoea  4 Ureas  oxer 

■ Oeot  nirraec  svsaam 

■ Oeot  iron  ane  4 ant  sn*t 

• Anus  mooter  cade 

■ Cheat  wnsmBsai  1*1  leva 

• Roao  lea  • cnea 


TUNE-UP  SERVICE 
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1 install  premi- 
um  quality 
points  and  con- 
denser and 
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soar*  plugs 
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dwell  angie 
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tor  cap  ano 
rotor  air  Alter. 
KV  filter  and 
vital  fluid  levels 

at* 


TIMING  BELT  £££*«=*, 


inn  m tin  wwiinri 


Hidden  behind  a cower  you  can’t  see  your  timing  bert.  If  you  hawe  60,000  mdes 
or  more  on  your  ooginai  timing  belt,  you’re  driving  on  borrowed  time.  If  your 
timing  belt  breaks,  it  may  cause  cosily  en^ne  damage.  start  From 

15* 


■ We  will  msol  a new 
timing  Den 


• inspect  from  01  Seals 

• inspect  Fan  Berts 
•Check  igruoon  Timing 
•Cars  4 Ugnt  Trooo 


6. 8 cylinders. 
Power  Steennq, 
flu  Conditioning 
OKteara 


5 tart  From 

J.1299 


;£££  © SCHEDULED  MAINTENANCE  SERVICE  M « 


^NISSAM 

TOVOTA 


3,000  MILE  SERVICE 
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$15 


LUBE.  OIL  & FILTER 

• Ora«  oi 4 Hem  uo  To  5 Ots  or 
“tom  or  Kenan  ( 10-30  Wt) 

• i real  New  Purotaor  Oil  Filter 

uiet  chassis 

• Cwji  ftxts  as  Neeoen  • fiansms- 
'jon  Cooeng  System  Ano-freeze 

& Wrauva  Washer  Battery  Ware* 
8/**  flues  • Check  Av  Fee*  One  4 
Hoses  • Beta*  fires  Upon  Bequest 
•Safery  Check 
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SQQ95** 
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**  **  CTK'dOa  UfrlOB 
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fAet  • 'risal  New  fuel  Fto  • usai  PCV  vatar*  • ms*  l*<w 

C.moaase  filler  • msai  New  iM  FAer  • dnnge  (M  Ub  D S 
OK  « f^riM  or  KendaR  -CheOiA  loo  OTt  Huas  x,  Need- 
ed • Trans/ntssion.  Toro  Aile.  dutch  Hyorauac.  Ditter- 
enrol.  Power  Slsemi  Coang  System  Hereto.  3a*rv. 
Brake  fiUds  • S«  Carturwx  «Je  I ReowW  - *<**!  Owe 
Sees  Tenson  t firoureo  ■ -Vast  Sttemg  Gear  Baa  i 
ReawW  • inspeo  OrneFan  Bets  & Hoses  • HTSDKi  S 
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Itreua  Svswn . 'oscea  new  Carnage  • Owoi  4 Adust 
QitDi  ftee  PW*  • dwx  OBrgng  Systam  • Cheo  Starong 
Svswn-Pooie  fires  Uoon  Heauesr  • diet*  fine  Pressure • 
Cheoi  uqfB  • Peso  Tea 


30,000  60,000  90,000  120,000 
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tjt  7UOO 

losaf  New  Bosch  tapponiwroj  beam  l^i*^TrSl  Arw’li  fi to  • 
CGUI  Mew  fuel  Ftar  • 'resai  PCV  Vary*'  • vexM  Mm  Oanouase 
filter'  * hSEM  Mew  f\inxnr  CM  Filer  • i Jange  CM  4 B S 0&  ol 
PwuM  or  Kenoaf  • Serwce  Transmessan  or  Trans  Ane  - mas 
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Ano-f  wea  • Oran  am  Reft  Braee  HyOraiwc  Svaem  • Oran  ano 
Reta  OifleremBT  ftaO  • Oaei  ano  Reft  Power  SMemq  fiwl  • Or» 
ano  Reft  Oxen  ifimut  Svaem  ■ Chen  & Too  On  Battery  water 
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nsewet  Steenno  4 Susoenson  • nsoea  FuiauB  Svsam  • •nsoea 
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FAST  QUALITY  SERVICE  AT  LOW,  LOW  PRICES! 

Mew  State  ai  the  Art  Equipment  • 16  Lifts  for  Fast  Service  • We’ll  Beat  Any  Competitor's  Written  Pnce! 


DISCOUNT 


BRAKE  & CLUTCH 


Beet  Brake  A Clutch  m Town  Since  1982" 


431-3700 
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Mission  District 


Calendar 


Composed  by  Mary  Brown  Design  by  Novarrete-Alazan 


WEDNESDAY 

Bike  Lanes  - Want  to  ride  yoi/bike  down 
Valencia  without  getting  screamed  at  or  nearly 
run  over  by  speeding  oblivious  car  drivers?  The 
Valencia  Street  Bike  Improvement  Project  meets 
tonight  and  every  other  Wednesday  to  organize 
for  a bike  and  pedestrian  friendly  Valencia  Street 
6:30pm,  free,  call  for  location,  431 -BIKE 
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TUESDAY 

Paper  Animal  - Kids  can  learn  how  to  rip  pages 
from  books  and  fold  them  into  anatomically  cor- 
rect animals  at  the  library's  Origami  lesson.  For 
kids  age  7-12  3pm,  Mission  Branch  Library, 
3359  24th  at  Bartlett,  free,  sign  up  first,  695- 
5090 


it  to  hear  David  Parson  pound  the  sounds  of 
Rheinberger,  Faure  and  Bach  out  of  his  large 
organ  5pm,  Episcopal  Church  of  St  John  the 
Evangelist,  1661  15th  St . free.  861-1436. 
Tejano  Ska  - Los  Skamales,  the  Houston  based 
originators  of  "hotrodskapunk"  are  bnnging  their 
genre-mixing,  bilingual  sounds  to  a warehouse 
near  you  8pm,  Cell  space,  2050  Bryant,  $7-10, 
call  to  confirm  time  & cost,  (510)  713-9323. 


THURSDAY 

See  Jane  Run  - It's  a comedy1  It’s  a musical1 
Nooo,  it’s  the  musical  comedy  “Jane  Loves  Dick." 
Opening  night  of  this  earnest  play  features  an 
extremely  well-endowed  woman  and  a hero's 
high-powered  breakfast  cereal.  8pm,  The  Victona 
Theatre,  2961  16th,  $15.  Thurs-Sun,  call  for  tick- 
ets and  show  times.  575-0243. 

Arte  • There's  art.  there’s  food,  and  there’s  Mis- 
sion artist  Calixto  Robles  celebrating  opening 
night  of  his  new  art  show  at  Vesuvio  6pm-8pm, 
Vesuvio  Cafe.  255  Columbus  Ave , free,  362- 
3370. 
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WEDNESDAY 

Toxic  Waste  Fun  - It  comes  as  no  surprise  that 
the  Recycling  and  Hazardous  Waste  Program 
always  needs  more  volunteers  Tonight’s  volun- 
teer meeting  will  discuss  hands-on  recycling  op- 
portunities with  local  non-profits  5 30pm,  1145 
Market  at  7th,  Suite  401 , free,  554-3404 
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SUNDAY  — , 


Folk  Off  - More  free  bluegrass.  This  time  for  FRIDAY 
your  listening  pleasure,  the  star  of  tonight's  show 
is  Crane  Canyon  Bluegrass.  7pm,  Radio 
Valencia,  1199  Valencia  at  23rd.  free,  826-1199 
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THURSDAY 

Homes  Not  Houses  - A night  of  soup,  idea 
exchanges,  and  practical  planning  at 
Commonest's  monthly  gathering  for  inhabitants 
of  cooperative  and  collective  homes  6:30pm, 
The  Green  House,  230  Ashbury,  $1 , 974-4384 


MONDAY 

Meowch!  - Is  today  the  nght  day  to  castrate 
Fluffy  and  Spike?  Call  the  SPCA  to  find  out 
about  their  absolutely  free  program  to  spay  or 
neuter  cats  554-3084 
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FRIDAY 

Prime  Time  Mime  - Time  once  again  to  sit 
amongst  piles  of  dog  poop  at  Dolores  Park  for 
the  all-new  Mime  Troupe  performance  involving 
some  poor  schlep,  corporate  buffoons  and 
scheming  women  Technically  it’s  a free  show, 
but  for  the  love  of  Pete,  fork  over  some  mooolah 
2pm,  Dolores  Park,  shows  also  on  Sat  & Sun 
free,  646-0639 


SATURDAY 

Big  Organ  - 1 have  a feeling  they’re  trying  to 
lure  us  to  church,  nonetheless,  it  could  be  worth 


TUESDAY 

Anything  That  Moves  - Wnters  from  the  bi- 
sexuality magazine  Anything  That  Moves  are 
here  for  an  evening  of  provocative,  erotic  and 
funny  readings  about  moving  things  7:30pm, 
Modern  Times  Bookstore,  888  Valencia  at  20th, 
free,  282-9246. 

Acting  Like  A Child  - Very  young  drama  queens 
and  kings  are  encouraged  to  attend  a Theater 
Summer  Workshop  at  The  Growing  Stage  the- 
ater for  children  age  6-8  years  old.  2pm-4pm, 
The  Marsh,  1062  Valencia  at  22nd,  July  8th- 
24th,  Tues.,  Wed  , & Thurs..  call  for  more  info, 
826-5750  x2 

Mistress  of  Words  - Two  poets,  two  new 
books,  free  food,  and  close  proximity  to  beer 
Everything  you  need  is  here,  at  this  poetry  read- 
ing by  Nancy  Keane  and  Janell  Moon,  to  cel- 
ebrate their  new  poetry  books  7pm,  3300  Club, 
3300  Mission  at  29th,  free,  333-3494 
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TUESDAY 

Muni  Changes  - Muni  is  hosting  a community 
meeting  to  discuss  their  new  proposal  to  elimi- 
nate several  stops  on  the  14L-Mission  Limited 
bus  line  While  you're  there,  let  Muni  know  you'd 
appreciate  it  if  Mum  streetcar  dnvers  stopped 
destroying  their  streetcars  at  Dolores  Park.  7pm- 
9pm,  Mission  Police  Station  Community  Room, 
630  Valencia  at  17th,  free,  923-6096 
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WEDNESDAY  >> 

Statements  - Latino  and  latina  HIV  service  pro- 
viders, clients  and  interested  community  mem- 
bers are  invited  to  “Latinos,  the  State,  and  the 
State  of  AIDS,"  a bilingual  discussion  led  by 
Jorge  Cortmas  6 30pm,  Proyecto  ContraSIDA 
Por  Vida,  2973  16th  at  Mission,  free,  864-7278. 
Art  Walk  - Cruise,  amble  and  shuffle  along  on 
the  2nd  Mission  Art  Crawl,  a guided  field  trip  to 
the  swankiest  and  funkiest  Mission  art  venues 
For  more  information  call  Intersection  for  the 
Artsat626-ARTS  , • • 
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Visual  Aid  - Opening  night  reception  for  Visual 
Aid's  4th  Annual  Grantee  Exhibition.  The  show 
features  work  by  35  artists  with  life-threatening 
illnesses,  who  received  grants  during  the  past 
year  6pm-9pm,  The  Lab,  2948  1 6th  Street,  free, 
864-8855 


FRIDAY 

It’s  a Girl  Thing  - Bike-loving  women  are  pol- 
ishing up  their  beloved  bikes  and  pulling  on  their 


SATURDAY 

Queer  Youth  - It's  the  first  day  of  Young,  Loud 
and  Proud,  a national  conference  for  queer  and 
questioning  youth  age  25  and  under  Workshops 
on  queer  advocacy,  activism  and  spirituality. 
9am,  Everett  Middle  School,  at  Church  and  16th, 
for  registration  info  call  LYRIC  at  703-6150 
BBQ  Beat  - Listen  to  homemade  guys  playing 
homemade  songs  on  homemade  instruments 
while  eating  almost-homemade  barbecue.  4pm- 
7pm,  Atlas  Cafe,  3049  20th  at  Alabama,  free 


SUNDAY 

Dancing,  yeah  - Summerfest/dance  '97  claims 
to  feature  the  best  dance  around  the  Bay  See 
for  yourself  at  tonight’s  performance  by  Nesting 
Dolls,  Maxine  Moerman,  Sommer  Ulrickson, 
Torque  and  Joan  Amaral.  8:30pm,  Brady  Street 
Dance  Center,  60  Brady  Street,  $10-$12,  646- 
0661 
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Tues-Sat  Lunch-Dinner 

2140  MISSION 

415  861-0972  For  Parties! 


The  Newest  Mission  District  Landmark! 

Traditional  and  Innovative 
Mexican  Food 

Mexican  Beer  and  Wine 


•Where  every 


TaC°eoG'o,e,o: 


508  Valencia  SI.  @ 1 6th 
San  Francisco  621-4358 


i c 


Party  Setup! 


Cakes  All  Ages 
Plates,  Cups,  And  More 


Cgt!  (415)  284-61 10  | 


New  Mission  News 
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fancy  pants  for  Clitoral  Mass,  a ladies  only  bi- 
cycle nde  to  reclaim  our  car  crowded  streets. 
7pm,  meets  at  the  Women’s  Building,  18th  & 
Lapidge,  free 

Child  Labor  - Monaco’s  little  singing  ambassa- 
dors are  on  their  way  to  Disneyland,  the  crown 
jewel  of  Amenca  Luckily,  this  children’s  choir 
has  just  enough  time  for  a stop  in  SF  to  delight 
us  with  their  cheerful  singing  before  getting 
herded  back  on  the  bus  for  the  next  stop  on  its 
20  day,  16  gig  tour  of  Canada  and  the  West 
Coast.  7:30pm,  Grace  Cathedral,  1100  Califor- 
nia, call  for  ticket  price,  749-6350. 

Two  Good  Films  - First  up:  "Mitsuye  and  Nellie 
Two  Asian  American  Poets,"  a film  comparing  g 
the  lives  of  Asian  feminists  by  Academy  Award 
winning  filmmakers  Allie  Light  and  Irving  Saraf 
Next  is  "The  Fall  of  the  1-Hotel,"  a documentary 
by  Curtis  Chow  highlighting  the  disastrous  evic- 
tion of  poor  and  elderly  Filipinos  from  their  home 
in  Manilatown  and  the  militant  coalition  that 
fought  against  it.  7:30pm,  Freedom  Socialist 
Party,  1908  Mission  St.,  $2,  864-1278. 

9 


SATURDAY 

Cartoon  Rant  - Enjoy  a bowl  of  mandatory  sugar 
cereal  at  “Roadrunner/Roadrunner,"  an  audio- 
video expose  of  Saturday  morning  politics  fea- 
turing Michael  Anderson  and  his  three  TV's. 
Show  runs  most  Saturdays  in  July  at  Mock  Cafe 
the  Marsh's  new  performance  space  10:30pm, 
Mock  Cafe . 1070  Valencia  at  22nd,  $5-7,  641- 
0235. 

Brazilian  Music  - Vocal  cords,  guitars,  oboes 
and  cello’s  are  the  featured  instruments  at  this 
Brazilian  music  concert  featunng  Mauro  Correa, 
Roger  Wiesmayer,  Mochi  Parra,  Murray  Gorson 
and  Andrea  Rey  10pm,  Pena  del  Sur,  2870  A 
22nd  Street,  $5,  550-1101. 

Blue  a Fuse  - To  entice  you  to  eat  $4  barbecue 
on  their  sunny  back  patio,  the  Atlas  Cafe  is  spon- 
soring a free  show  by  the  Blues  Fuse,  a classy 
group  featunng  a Hammond  B-3  organ,  a trom- 
bone and  human  beings.  4pm-7pm,  Atlas  Cafe, 
3049  20th  at  Alabama,  free,  648-1047 


SUNDAY 

The  Funnies  - National  Theatre  of  the  Deranged 
will  take  the  most  pathetic,  newspaper  headline 
you  can  find  and  turn  it  into  a improvised  com- 
edy skit  that  is  sometimes  very,  very  funny.  8pm, 
Venue  9,  252  Ninth  at  Folsom,  $10,  626-2169 


TUESDAY 

Close  to  Home  - Frequently  homeless  author 
Aggie  Max  reads  from  her  book,  The  Last  Re- 


sort , a both  horrifying  and  humorous  look  at 
the  issues  of  homelessness.  It's  also  a true  story, 
wntten  from  a run-down  transient  hotel,  about  a 
woman  refusing  to  be  defined  by  her  own  pov- 
erty. 7:30pm,  Modem  Times,  888  Valencia  at 
20th,  free,  282-9246 


WEDNESDAY 

Hairy  Hands  - Meet  some  of  the  photographers 
and  models  at  the  book-signing  party  for  Joam 
Blank's  book  / Am  My  Lover , a celebration  of 
female  self-pleasure  8pm,  Good  Vibrations, 
1210  Valencia  at  23rd,  free,  974-8980 
The  Slime  - Stop  your  child  from  reading  those 
dirty  books  down  at  the  library,  and  encourage 
him  to  make  his  own  slime.  The  library  is  offer- 
ing a free  Slime  Show  and  slime  production  les- 
son for  kids  age  7-13.  3pm,  Mission  Branch  Li- 
brary, 3359  24th  at  Bartlett,  free,  695-5090 
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THURSDAY 


Free  Speech  - Tonight’s  Radical  Women  meet- 
ing focuses  on  a major  civil  rights  case  filed  by 
lesbian  journalist  Sandy  Nelson,  who  was  fired 
from  the  Tacoma  News  Tribune  for  her  off-duty 
support  of  a gay  rights  initiative  campaign.  Hear 
about  new  court  developments  and  discuss  how 
to  fight  corporate  media  control  over  our  basic 
rights.  7:30pm,  New  Valencia  Hall,  1908  Mis- 
sion Street,  free,  864-1278. 
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FRIDAY 


Phamily  Phun  - Bnng  grandma,  bring  the  kids, 
bnng  crotchety  Uncle  Jim  to  this  modem  SF 
version  of  Tom  Jones’s  The  Fantasticks " It’s  a 
family  musical  Romeo  and  Juliet  tale,  with  the 
feel -good  bonus  that  nobody  dies  8pm,  Venue 
9,  252  Ninth  at  Folsom,  $8-$12,  282-0894 
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SATURDAY 


Self  Defense  - Proyecto  ContraSIDA  Por  Vida 
offers  Karate  ContraSida,  a self  defense  class 
for  gay  men  of  color  age  25  and  younger  1 pm, 
Proyecto  ContraSIDA  Por  Vida,  2973  16th 
Street,  call  to  sign  up  575-1643. 
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SUNDAY 


Blue  Music  - Fill  up  on  all  the  free  bluegrass 
you  can  stand  to  hear  at  Radio  Valencia,  the 
free  bluegrass  capitol  of  Valencia  Street 
Tonight's  show  stars  The  Dark  Hollow  Bluegrass 
Band.  7pm,  Radio  Valencia,  1199  Valencia  at 
23rd,  free,  826-1199 

Cheap  Opera  -Full-throated  students  collabo- 
rate with  the  Ina  Chalis  Opera  Ensemble,  in  this 
fully-  staged  production  opera  of  Schubert's 
“Agatha,"  at  a price  you  can  afford  4pm,  Com- 
munity Music  Center,  544  Capp  at  21st,  $5- 
$10,  647-6015 


Laws,  Laws,  Laws  - Find  out  about  local  crime 
and  what  the  police  are  up  to  at  this  monthly 
neighborhood  police  meeting  for  law-abiding  and 
law-avoiding  residents.  This  is  your  chance  to 
let  the  police  know  exactly  what’s  on  your  mind 
And  it's  a community  meeting  — they  have  to 
sit  there  and  listen  to  you1  6pm,  Mission  Police 
Station,  630  Valencia  at  17th,  free 
Strike  A Striker  - Learn  about  an  important 
part  of  SF’s  history  when  LaborFest  '97  pre- 
sents a poetry  reading  celebrating  working  class 
culture  and  to  commemorate  the  SF  General 
Strike  of  1934  (and  the  police  murders  of  stnke 
supporters)  7 30pm,  Modern  Times,  888 
Valencia  at  20th,  free.  282-9246 
More  Poetry  - Want  to  read  your  poetry  to  a 
bunch  of  other  poets?  You  can,  but  first  you'll 
have  to  sit  still  through  the  regularly  schedule 
poets  Tony  Sanchez  and  Ken  Saffran  7pm, 
3300  Club,  3300  Mission  at  29.  free.  333-3494 

31 

THURSDAY 

Wall  Street  - A notorious  scourge  of  the  stock 
exchange,  author  Doug  Henwood  is  here  to  dis- 
sect the  world's  greatest  financial  center’s  enor- 
mous power,  poor  regulation,  corrupt  manage- 
ment, and  his  new  book  Wall  Street 
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New  Mission  News 


Green  City  Alerts 

Mission  Edition  Calendar 


Sarah  Bardeen  • 


Big  4th  of  July  Weekend  Celebration 

Special  Show 
& 

>AFTERHOURS 


• THE  HELPLINE,  a comprehensive  phone 
referral  service,  provides  free,  confidential 
and  comprehensive  information  and  refer- 
rals to  anyone  needing  information  about 
food  and  rental  assistance,  as  well  as  other 
nonprofit  health  and  human  services. 
800.273.6222  722. HELP  772.4444  (In 
Spanish) 

• THE  BAY  AREA  GREENTEAM  Project 
assists  individuals  and  neighborhoods  in 
developing  earth-friendly  living  practices. 
Learn  to  reduce  consumption  and  save 
money  using  the  Green  Action  Guide.  Give 
them  a call!  989-2906. 

Events 

I TUESDAY  - This  month  Galeria  de  la 
Raza  features  Isis  Rodrigue/’  'My  life  As 
A Comic  Stripper-'  a one-woinan  show  of 
outrageous  art  subverting  traditional  para- 
digms. The  artist’s  reception  is  July  12. 
3 p.m.  to  6 p.m.  For  a list  of  events,  call 
826-8009 

5 SATURDAY  - Precita  Eyes  Mural  Arts 
Center  introduces  new  BART  mural  walks. 
Muralist-guided.  participants  will  view 
over  50  murals  in  a ten-block  walk. 
Discover  the  artistic  side  of  the  Mission! 
Fee.  415-285-2287 

9 WEDNESDAY  - Neighborhood  Parks 
Council,  a coalition  of  29  neighborhood 
park  organizations,  meets  in  the  Main 
Library’s  4th  floor  Conference  Room.  In- 
terested in  improving  your  neighborhood  s 
park?  It’s  happening  here.  5:15  p.m.  to  7 
p.m.  415-621-3260 

13  SUNDAY  - Precita  Eyes  Mural  Arts 
Center  tours  70  murals  on  bike!  Pedal 
your  way  through  the  throbbing  center 
of  the  Mission  mural  district.  Fee.  1 1 a.m. 
415-285.2287 


19  SATURDAY  - AIDS  Memorial  Grove 
invites  participants  to  join  the  creation  and 
long-term  maintenance  of  the  first  living 
memorial  to  those  lost  to  AIDS  and  in 
support  of  those  living  with  HIV.  Work 
includes  weeding,  mulching,  and  planting. 
From  10  a.m.  on.  415-750.8340 

SLUG  offers  a two-day  class  on  green 
gardening  and  urban  permaculture.  Get  a 
radically  different  perspective  on  gardening 
and  living  in  the  city.  10  a.m.  to  4 p.m. 
Saturday  and  Sunday.  At  the  Garden  for  the 
Environment,  7th  Ave  and  Lawton.  Fee. 
415-285.SLUG. 

20  SUNDAY  - Bernal  Hilltop  Native 
Grassland  Restoration  Project  eradicates 
invasive  exotic  plants,  maintains  test  plant- 
ing areas,  propagates  indigenous  seed  and 
enjoys  this  city-locked  treasure.  415-282- 
5066 

25  FRIDAY  - Critical  Mass  winds  its  way 
through  the  streets  of  San  Francisco  today 
to  promote  the  practice  of  pedaling.  Join 
them  at  Justin  Herman  Plaza  at  5:30  p.m. 
415-285-BIKE 


Green  City  Project . a San  Francisco  Bay 
Area  non-profit  environmental  program, 
works  to  increase  the  compatibility  of  cities 
with  local  natural  systems  by  providing 
resources  to  link  individuals  and  groups 
with  each  other  in  community-based 
ecological  activities.  GCP  is  a project  of 
ilie  Planet  Drum  Foundation.  Contact  us  at 
415-285-6556 


• The  Helpline,  un  servicio  coinpleto  de  re- 
ferences que  provee.  gratis,  informacidn 
confidencial  y referencias  para  personas  que 
necesitan  ayuda  con  comida  o lugar  para  vi- 
vir.  Tambien  dan  informacirin  sobre  otros 
servicios  de  salud  o huinanitarios  sin  lucro. 
Llame  al  772-4441  (espaflol). 

• The  Bay  Area  Green  Team  Project  ayuda  a 
individuos  y coinunidades  a desarrollar  ma- 
neras  de  vivir  que  no  son  daflinas  al  medio 
ainbiente.  Aprenda  a reducir  el 
consumerisino  y ahorre  dincro  usando  The 
Green  Action  Guide.  L14melos  al  989-2906. 

Eventos 

M ARTES  1 - Este  mes,  la  Galeria  de  la  Raza 
exhibe  "My  Life  as  a Comic  Stripper”  crea- 
ci6n  de  la  artista  Isis  Rodriguez,  una  presen- 
tacirin  de  escandaloso  arte  que  pone  de  ca- 
beza  paradigm^s  tradicionales.  La  recepcirin 
para  la  artista  seriS  el  12  de  julio,  3 p.m.  - 6 
p.m.  Para  la  lista  de  eventos  llame  al  826- 
8009. 

SABADO  5 - El  centro  Precita  Eyes  Mural 
Arts  ofrecera  excursiones  con  guia  a los 
murales  cerca  de  BART.  Los  participantes 
podr&n  observar  como  50  murales  en  un  4rea 
de  10  cuadras.  Descubra  el  corazdn  artfstico 
de  la  Misirin.  Se  cobra  por  laexcursirin.  Para 
mSs  informacirin  llame  al  285-2287. 

MIERCOLES  9 - El  Neighborhood  Parks 
Council,  una  coalicirin  de  29  organizacioncs 
de  parques  locales,  se  reunirii  en  la  bibliote- 
ca  central  (Main  Library),  en  el  centro  de 
conferencias  de  cuarto  piso.  ^Est5  interesa- 
do  en  mejorar  el  parque  de  su  comunidad? 
La  reunirin  sc  realiza  aqui  de  5: 15  p.m.  a 7 
p.m.  Para  m3s  informacirin.  llame  al  621- 
3260. 

DOMINGO  13  - El  centro  Precita  Eyes 
Mural  Arts  ofrcce  excursiones  a los  murales 
para  ciclistas!  Pedalee  su  camino  a travgs  del 


pulsante  centro  de  murales  de  la  Misirin.  Se 
cobra  por  la  excursion.  Para  mis  informa- 
cirin  llame  al  285-2287. 

SABADO  19  - AIDS  Memorial  Grove  invi- 
ta  a participar  en  la  creacion  y mantenimiento 
del  primer  recordatorio  en  vivo  para  los  fa- 
llecidos  a causa  del  SIDA  y en  apoyo  para 
los  que  padecen  del  VIH.  El  trabajo  incluye 
desyerbar,  cubrir  con  pajote  y sembrar.  Co- 
mien/a  a las  10  a.m.  Llamar  al  750-8340  par 
mSs  detalles. 

SLUG  ofrece  una  clase  de  dos  dfas  en  jardi- 
neria  y agricultura  urbana.  Aprenda  una  ma- 
nera  dr^sticamente  diferente  de  jardincria  y 
como  vivir  en  la  Ciudad.  De  10  a.m.  a 4 p.m.. 
sSbado  y domingo,  en  el  Garden  for  the 
Environment,  7th  Ave  y Lawton.  Se  paga. 
285-SLUG. 

DOMINGO  20  - El  proyecto  Bernal  Hilltop 
Native  Grassland  Restoration  se  dedica  a des- 
arraigar  plantas  exriticas  daflinas,  mantener 
el  Urea  de  sembrio  de  pruebas,  difundir  se- 
mi I las  nativas.  y adem^s  se  goza  de  las  es- 
condidas  maravillas  de  la  ciudad.  282-5066. 

VIERNES  25  - Critical  Mass  se  desliza  por 
las  calles  de  San  Francisco  hoy  para  promo- 
ver la  practica  del  pedaleo  (ciclismo).  Re- 
unase  con  ellos  en  la  plaza  Justin  Herman  a 
las  5:30  p.m.  Para  detalles  llamar  al  285- 
BIKE. 

Green  City  Project  es  un  programa  sin  lucro 
del  area  de  la  bahia  que  se  dedica  a la 
conservacidn  del  medio  ambiente.  Trabaja 
para  fomentar  la  coexistencia  de  ciudades 
con  sistemds  naturales  locales  al  proveer  los 
recursos  y medios  para  conectar  individuos 
y grupos  en  actividades  ecoldgicas  basadas 
en  la  comunidad.  GCP  es  un  proyecto  de  la 
fundacidn  Planet  Drum.  Para  mas 
informacidn,  llamar  ul  285-6556. 
Traduccion  por  Lucrecia  Ptrez. 


i;-  SKYY  vodka  & BOMBAYgin 

Every  Monday 
4 to  6 p.m. 

Martinis  at  $3.50 
Domestic  Beer  $1 .25  9 pm  to2  am 

Carla  Gay  Hosts  10:30  show 
Dancing  to  DJ  Marco 

No  Cover 


ESTA  NOCHE 


3079  SIXTEENTH  STREET  (416)  861-6767 

BETWEEN  MISSION  & VALENCIA 


You’ve  .iever  really  tried  Mexican  food  until  you’ve  been  to: 

PUERTO  ALEGRE  RESTAURANT  No.  1 


NOW  SERVING  THE 

BEST  MARGARITAS 

IN  THE  BAY  AREA 


546  VALENCIA  ST. 


255-8201 
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Miracle  Mile  Makers 


MISSION  MERCHANTS  ASSOCIATION 


LOCATED  IN  THE  HEART  OF  THE 
Mission’s  gourmet  gulch  at  22nd  and 
Valencia,  the  Rooster  offers  a stylish  and 
airy  dining  environment  and  serves  up  a 
cuisine  they  describe  as  "country  cooking 
from  around  the  world."  The  menu  is  defi- 
nitely eclectic  and  international  but  owners 
Jean  Paul  Billaut  and  his  wife  Shaw-Na 
Lee  give  their  own  distinctive  French  flair. 
Dishes  such  as  Mama  Lee’s  Braised 
Salmon  (braised  in  Chardonnay  and  ginger 
soy  sauce)  and  Chicken  and  Seafood  New 
World  Paella  (mussels,  clams,  chorizo. 
sofrito  and  saffron  rice)  have  made  the 
place  hugely  popular. 

The  Rooster  is  located  at  1101  Valencia 
and  open  Sunday  through  Thursday  from 
5:30  to  10  p.m.  and  Friday  and  Saturday 
5:30  to  11. p.m.  Call  (415)  824-1222. 


DOR£  STUDIO.  BUILT  AROUND  1890, 
is  the  oldest  photo  studio  in  the  City, 
according  to  owner  Audrey  Revel,  who  has 
run  the  business  for  the  past  46  years. 
Dor6’s  specialty  work  is  in  glamour  and 
boudoir  photography.  The  small  storefront 
gives  way  to  a number  of  studio  spaces 
with  various  background  scenes  such  as 
gardens  and  bedrooms.  A complete  glam- 
our shot  includes  makeup,  and  hair  and  nail 
styling.  Dord’s  most  well-known  client  is 
49er  wide  receiver  Jerry  Rice  whose  photo- 
graph is  displayed  prominently  in  the 
reception  room.  Revel!  said  some  of  Rice’s 
teammates  have  also  stopped  by. 

Glamour  photos  start  at  $135.  Dore  studio 
is  located  at  2442  Mission  Street  and  open 
every  day  from  9 a.m.to  6 p.m.  Call  (415) 
282-3321 


TO  JOIN  MISSION  MERCHANTS  ASSOCIATION 
CALL  979-4171 


Deliverance 


THE  BIG  GUY  IN  HOG  WASHERS  you  may  have  seen  delivering  the  New  Mission  News 
to  your  favorite  tacqueria  or  cafe  is  Richard  Washboume , now  and  forever  hereafter  to  be 
known  as  Doctor  Richard  Washboume  . Richard  finally  got  his  Ph.D.  in  Philosophy  after 
spending  the  last  several  years  writing  his  doctoral  dissertation  on  Hegel.  His  friends  and 
loved  ones,  all  thoroughly  sick  of  hearing  about  the  damn  thing,  are  delighted  the  good 
doctor  has  completed  his  work.  Now,  if  we  could  just  deal  with  this  banjo  thing. 

Doc  Washboume  will  probably  be  moving  on  to  greener  pastures  soon,  so  the  News 
will  be  looking  for  another  Ph.D.  candidate  who  wants  to  pick  up  a few  bucks  delivering 
the  paper.  No  M.A.’s  please. 


FREE  NICOTINE  GUM 

The  Habit  Abatement  Clinic  at  UCSF  is 
offering  a free  research  treatment 
program.  For  more  information  call 

(41 5)  502-8435 


"Indian  Food  With  A New  Attitude" 

5:30  - 10:30  pm  Fri.  - Sat.  5:30  - lO  pm  Sun  - Thur 


-frfrmvr~ 

CHURCH  OF  NATURAL  GRACE 


FREE  Introductory  Meditation  Class 
Tuesdays  at  7:30  pm.  FREE  Healings 
7/26,  8/23,  9/27,  10/25,  1.1/22  at 
Psychic  Horizons,  972  Valencia  St., 
S.F.  Call  643-8800.  Everyone  Welcome! 


LOX  CREAM  CHEESE  SPREADS 
SPINELLI  COFFEE  N.Y.  TIMES  DAILY 


3147  16th  St.  606  Mission  St.  @2nd 

Open  M-F  6 to  5 M-F  6am  to  6pm 

Sat  7 to  5 Phone  512-1570 

Sun  7 to  4 Phone  552-9122 
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New  Mission  News 


Paula  Tejeda 


I hope  I’m  not  out  of  line  but. . . 


SOMETIMES  I WISH  I could  act  as  a 
school  teacher  and  make  the  New  Mission 
News  assigned  reading  to  the  Mission. 
You'll  probably  think  that  it's  because  I 
want  my  column  to  be  read.  This  is  not  the 
case.  I just  think  that  there  has  to  be  some 
link  of  true  communication  within  this 
diverse  community,  and  why  not  it  be  this 
monthly  paper.  Personally,  I read  it  from 
cover  to  cover. 

Although,  there  is  one  reader  I wish  I 
had  as  a fan.  In  fact,  he  writes  for  this  paper 
as  well.  I read  him  all  the  time,  no  reason 
why  he  shouldn’t  read  me.  If  you  think  I'm 
talking  about  Mayor  Brown,  well  you’re 
right.  I've  run  into  the  Mayor  on  a number 
of  occasions  and  I always  approach  him, 
shake  his  hand,  mention  the  "Chilean 
Festival”  that  I do  the  production  for,  and 
then  move  on  so  that  everyone  else  can 
approach  him  with  their  personal  agendas.  I 
have  a good  feeling  about  the  Mayor,  that’s 
the  bottom  line.  I truly  believe  he  is  a posi- 
tive man,  and  wants  positive  things  for  the 
City  of  San  Francisco. 

So  why  do  I want  the  Mayor  to  read  my 
column?  Well.  I get  this  feeling  that  for  all 
the  positive  energy  that  the  Mayor  puts  into 
the  City,  there  is  a negative  undercurrent 
counteracting  his  efforts. 

For  example,  on  Saturday,  June  14  at 
about  5:00  p.m..  I went  to  The  Ramp  to  lis- 
ten to  Salsa  and  talk  to  friends,  who  for 
years  have  spent  their  summer  Saturday 
afternoons  at  The  Ramp.  The  Ramp  is  out- 
doors so  I get  to  enjoy  a bit  of  sunlight  and 
it's  an  open  space,  overlooking  our  beauti- 
ful bay. 

For  the  first  time  in  ten  years,  there  was 
a line  at  the  entrance.  At  first  I thought  the 
owners  had  gotten  greedy  and  were  charg- 
ing a cover  charge.  (There  has  never  been  a 
cover  charge).  I had  worked  all  day  and  I 
really  did  not  feel  like  standing  in  line.  I 
never  stand  in  line  for  enjoyment,  I find  it 
totally  anticlimactic.  But,  we  waited  any- 
way. 

As  it  turned  out,  they  weren't  charging 
a cover  charge,  they  were  checking  IDs. 
and  controlling  how  many  people  were 
allowed  in.  The  old-timers  joked  at  the  dis- 
grace we  were  being  submitted  to.  When  I 
finally  reached  the  front  of  the  line,  I asked 
the  guy  at  the  entrance  why,  after  all  these 
years,  were  they  putting  us  through  this? 

Exasperated,  he  told  me  that  there  were 
two  police  officers  at  his  bar  keeping  close 
watch  that  minors  did  not  buy  drinks.  He 
said  some  19  year-old  who  looked  35  had 
ordered  a drink  and  coincidentally  enough, 
the  two  officers  were  present.  "We  never 
had  to  stop  people  at  the  door  like  this 
before.  We're  being  forced  to  do  this,"  he 
confided,  adding  under  his  breath,  "they 
don’t  let  us  live  in  peace”.  Referring  to  "us" 
Latinos. 

I'm  sure  your  wondering  what’s  the  big 
deal  about  a twenty  minute  wait  in  line. 
Well,  San  Francisco  is  supposed  to  be  one 
of  the  most  important  cities  in  the  world — 
not  just  in  the  United  States,  but  in  the 
world.  We  are  supposed  to  be  a sophisticat- 
ed city  that  caters  to  tourists.  Yet,  by  1:30 
a.m.  at  nightclubs,  you’re  forced  to  gulp 
down  a drink  you  might  of  just  been  sold, 
and  kicked  out  the  door.  Most  places  in  the 
world,  you’re  just  leaving  at  midnight  to  go 
dancing,  here  you’re  being  sent  to  bed 
shortly  after. 

Back  to  my  friends  at  The  Ramp.  Not 
only  do  you  destroy  the  mood  when  you 
make  people  stand  in  line,  you  also  have  to 
have  personnel  watching  the  line.  So  auto- 
matically, you  tfre  driving  away  potential 


customers  and  adding  costs  to  running  your 
business. 

Unlike  the  man  I spoke  to  at  the  door 
who  seems  to  think  that  only  Latinos  are 
harassed,  I think  ail  businesses  suffer  from 
constant  pressures  imposed  on  them.  I was 
talking  to  my  friend  Mike.  He  is  from 
Jordan,  the  owner  of  the  upcoming 
Mediterranean  Oven  on  Valencia  between 
16th  and  17th  to  be  opened  this  month.  The 
ordeal  he  went  through  in  order  to  open  was 
such  a nightmare,  it  made  me  think  twice 
about  expanding  my  food  business,  Chile 
Lindo.  I have  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  I 
could  get  a Small  Business  Loan  in  order  to 
relocate  Chile  Lindo  but  I won’t  do  it, 
because  the  bureaucracy  makes  you  hate 
the  business  by  the  time  you’re  done  with 
it.  It  just  makes  no  sense. 

Remember  the  Flamenco  music  and 
dance  Sunday  nights  at  Picaro?  Not  only 
did  five  artists  lose  their  jobs,  16th  Street 
lost  a fine  Sunday  night  attraction.  Why? 
Because  the  owner  didn’t  have  a cabaret 
license.  What  restaurant  owner  is  going  to 
get  a cabaret  license  for  two  hours  of 
Flamenco  a week.  Yet,  the  Mission,  which 
is  barely  getting  it’s  head  above  water,  con- 
stantly gets  hit  by  the  very  system  we  pay 
taxes  to.  It’s  called  "killing  the  hen  of  the 
golden  eggs”. 

As  for  the  19  year-old  buying  a drink. 
I’ve  seen  14  year-olds  that  look  pretty 
womanly  for  their  age.  Anyone  could  be 
deceived.  Besides,  teens  should  be  able  to 
have  a social  life  and  go  dancing.  Nineteen 
used  to  be  the  legal  drinking  age  in  many 
stales.  Growing  up  in  Chile,  at  15  I started 
to  go  dancing  at  summer  resort  outdoor 
spaces;  there  would  be  alcohol  but  it  never 
crossed  my  mind  to  drink.  We  were  a young 
group  having  fun,  the  adults  would  also  be 
there,  they  drank,  we  paid  little  attention  to 
it. 

Years  later,  back  in  the  U.S.  while 
attending  Ulster  County  Community 
College  in  upstate  New  York,  I went  to  a 
school  dance.  I could  smell  the  beer  before 
I entered  the  dance  floor — you  could  actu- 
ally skid  on  it!  I was  so  turned  off  that  I did- 
n’t go  in.  So  obviously,  this  restriction  on 
youth  to  have  any  kind  of  social  life  is  not 
exactly  keeping  them  from  drinking. 

Well  Mayor,  even  if  you  don’t  read  my 
column.  I hope  you  inspire  and  shake  this 
town  once  and  for  all  so  that  it  doesn't  take 
another  earthquake  to  do  it.  And  get  the 
establishment  to  support  the  entrepreneurial 
spirit,  rather  than  crush  it. 
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Position  Available 

Case  Manager:  Full-time  position  working  with 
urban  young  adults  in  a job  training  setting. 
MSW  and  minimum  of  2 years  experience  with 
urban  young  adults  in  a multicultural  setting 
required.  Must  have  experience  in  assessment, 
crisis  intervention,  substance  abuse,  and  mental 
illness.  $3,000-$3,333  DOE.  Must  receive 
resume/cover  letter  by  4:00  pm,  7/18/97.  Send  to 
SF  Conservation  Corps/CSTD,  Fort  Mason  Bldg. 
102,  SF,  CA  94123.  No  calls. 


Position  Available 

Special  Projects  manager:  Job  training/ed.  Program 
seeking  skilled  professional  to  oversee  work  crews, 
provide  direction  for  Work  Supervisors,  monitor  safety 
department,  facilitate  contact  with  community  sponsors. 
Must  have  four  years  demonstrated  carpentry 
experience  and  obtain  Contractor's  License  in  6 months 
(agency  will  cover  costs).  Experience  reading 
blueprints.  Will  serve  as  role  model  for  diverse  young 
adults.  Excellent  communication  skills  required.  BA 
preferred.  $2,489  - $2,8 16/month  + benefits.  Send 
cover  letter,  resume  and  (3)  references  to  CST  Director, 
SFCC,  Bldg.  102,  Fort  Mason,  SF,  CA  94123  No  calls. 
EOE/AA 


Order  to  Go! 
Free  Delivery! 

Open  10  a.m.  to  3 p.m. 


MEXICAN  FOOD 

Fresh  Fast  Delicious 


Tel:  693-9613 
to  693-9614 


380  Bush  Street  near  Kearny 

(Downstairs)  San  Francisco,  CA  94108 


BICYCLES  BY 
SPECIALIZED  schwinn 

NMSHUU 


TREKusa 


Huge  Selection  of  Parts,  Accessories  & Clothing 
EXPERT  & FAST  REPAIRS 
ALL  MAKES  & MODELS 


I 


VALENCIA  CVCiEEV  HOURS:  10  - 6 MON  - SAT 

1077  Valencia  (Between  21st  & 22nd)  550-6600  io-4  Sunday 
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Creativity  expands  inside  and  out 

New  venue  enhances  the  work  of  one  of  the 
Mission  District's  most  admired  art  groups 


Creativity  Explored  ITs  studio  has  lots  of  space.  Photo  by  Arturo  Torres 


by  Carolyn  Abate 

Joey  Jesus  stands  over  a display  of 
paintings  laying  on  the  cold  cement 
floor.  “Do  you  like  them?”  he  asks. 
‘They  are  mine.”  He  points  to  a shelf  lined 
with  paint  bottles,,  explaining:  “I  mix  the 
paint  over  here,”  and  walking  towards  an 
unfinished  piece  laying  near  a window, 
continues  describing  his  technique:  “Then 
1 pour  the  paint  on  the  cardboard.  I add 
water  to  change  the  color.”  The  end  result  is 
a series  of  rich  abstract  paintings;  yellow, 
orange  and  brown  colors,  swirled,  mixed 
and  splattered  together,  each  framed  in 
thick,  dark-brown  wood  trim. 

Jesus  and  his  other  comrades  working 
in  the  warehouse  are  students  of  Creativity 
Explored  II,  the  second  studio  from  San 
Francisco’s  only  art  school  for  adults  with 
development  disabilities.  Located  at- 2797 
16th  Street  near  Folsom,  Creativity  Ex- 
plored II  opened  in  January  of  1996  and  has 
continued  the  commitment  established  by 
its  progenitor  organization.  Creativity 
Explored  (a  straight  shot  west  at  3245  16th. 
near  Guerrero). 

Both  studios  provide  a creative  outlet 
for  adults  with  disabilities  who  have  been 
blessed  with  talent  for  art,  but  Creativity 
Explored  II  has  expanded  the  school’s  pool 
of  students  to  include  those  severely  handi- 
capped. A look  around  the  room  reveals 
about  half  of  the  students  in  wheelchairs 
working  at  tables.  One  student  who  is  mute 
and  deaf  communicates  and  creates  through 
a computer,  while  others  are  challenged 
by  both  communication  and  motor  skills 
difficulties.  Nevertheless,  the  desire  for  art  is 
apparent  on  the  wall  where  paintings  cover 
the  entire  surface. 

Most  of  the  student's  work  can  been 
seen  in  various  shows  put  together  by  the 
administrators.  San  Francisco  State  Univer- 
sity hosted  an  exhibit  last  spring  and  in 
July.  Some  pieces  will  be  on  display  at  the 
Bauhaus  Restaurant  and  Gallery  on  Geary 
in  San  Francisco.  But  this  summer,  the 
school  plans  to  open  up  its  own  gallery 
called  INSIDE/OUT. 

The  concept  behind  the  gallery  is  to 
legitimize  the  student’s  work  in  the  eyes  of 
the  art  world.  Ann  Rasmussen  in  charge  of 
An  Marketing  explains  the  title  this  way: 
"We  are  trying  to  integrate  the  outside 
world  to  this  world.”  She  says  that  more 
often  than  not,  student  work  from  Creativity 
Explored  and  other  like  programs  through- 
out the  country  is  quickly  labeled  as  "out- 
side art”  or  categorized  as  art  therapy. 

"It  is  inevitable  [that]  there  are  thera- 
peutic aspects  that  [will]  arise  from  it,  but 
to  call  it  art  therapy’  ghettoizes  the  stu- 
dents in  the  realm  of  art — it  constricts 
them."  says  Francis  Kohler.  Creativity  Ex- 
plored II’s  director.  The  staff  and  teachers 
at  both  studios  are  determined  to  move 
society  beyond  the  preconceived  stereo- 
types of  adults  with  disabilities — stereo- 
types which  constrain  them  not  only  as 
human  beings,  but  in  how  the  work  they 
create  is  perceived.  Ultimately,  the  group 
would  like  to  see.  the  gallery  become  a 


space  for  collaborative  efforts  between 
their  students  and  established  or  rising 
artists  in  the  Bay  Area. 

Kohler  says  the  benefit  of  working  with 
the  students  has  helped  him  grow  as  an 
artist.  "I  am  learning  just  as  much  every- 
day,” which  he  says  is  why  he  prefers  the 
term  facilitator  rather  than  teacher  when 
speaking  of  his  role  at  the  center.  "I  am  not 
here  to  teach  them  anything,”  he  insists. 
"We  provide  an  environment  for  them  to 
create.” 

Behind  the  gallery  are  three  unfinished 
rooms  Rasmussen  says  that  the  center  will 
utilize  in  the  future:  "We  hope  to  put  in  a 
dark  room,  maybe  a framing  shop,  or  even 
a performance  art  space.” 

Right  now  though,  time  is  of  the 
essence  and  money  is  everything.  Primarily 
funded  by  the  Golden  Gate  Regional 
Center,  the  studios  rely  heavily  on  dona- 
tions. Creativity  Explored  II  is  in  need  of 
everything  but  especially  the  following 
items:  paint  and  picture  frames,  photogra- 
phy essentials,  film  and  cameras,  a VCR.  a 
copy  machine,  and  a Macintosh  Perfoma 
computer.  All  donations  are  tax  deductible. 


Volunteers  are  also  welcome  at  both 
venues.  Introductory  meetings  arc  usually 
on  Mondays  at  9: 15  a.m.,  but  anyone  inter- 
ested should  call  first.  Creativity  Explored 
is  also  part  of  Project  20.,  a program  started 
by  the  San  Francisco  Department  of 
Parking  and  Traffr  for  those  who  wish  to 
work  off  parking  ..ckets  through  communi- 
ty service. 


Creativity  Explored  II  and  INSIDE/OUT 
are  located  at  2729  16th  Street.  Their  doors 
are  open  9 a.m.  to  2 p.m..  Monday  through 
Friday.  Phone:  (415)  863-2946. 

• Web  page  • 

http://wwwdigitalfutures.com/creativity. 
e-mail:  cr8rtyex@hooked.net 


Our  professional  staff  offers 
a variety  of  styles  and 
techniques,  mainly  in  the 
classical  Hatha  yoga  tradition. 

We  also  offer  Vedic  Fire  Ceremony, 
meditation,  Chi-Kung,  & workshops. 


2872  Folsom  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
(415)  285-5537 


San  Francisco 
Auto  Repair  Center 

611  FLORIDA  STREET  fNear  18th  SL)  • S.F.,  CA  94110 

285-8588 

FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  AUTO  REPAIRS 
OFFICIAL  CALIFORNIA  SMOG  STATION 

• Free  Shuttle  Service  to  & from  BART,  Downtown  & Nearby 

Neighborhoods  ♦ Basic  Auto  Repair  Classes 
♦ “Do-it- Yourself”  Membership  Available 
♦ Men  & Women  Mechanics 
♦ Dependable,  Guaranteed  Work — Honest  Prices 

• Check  Engine  Light/Computer  Diagnostics/Dnveabiliry  Problems 

• Emission  Systems/Smog  Test  Failure  Diagnosis  & Repair 

• Tune  Up/Lube  Service/Regular  Maintenance 

• Cooling  Systems/Brakes/Clutches/General  Repairs 

• Air  Conditioning/Heaters  • Timing  Belts 

• Electrical  Problems/Rewiring/Short  Circuits 

• Windows/Doors/Vandalism  Repairs  • Four-Wheel  Drive  Service 

• Struts/Shocks/Suspension/Steering  • CV  Joint  &.  Axle  Service 

• Engine  & Transmission  Rebuilding  & Replacement 

• Used  Car  Prepurchase  Diagnostic  Inspection  Service 


OPEN  7 DAYS  A WEEK 


$10 
OFF 
SMOG 
INSPECTION 


FREE 
BRAKE 
& 

SAFETY 
INSPECTION 

($25  VALUE) 


$10 
OFF 
OIL 
CHANGE 


807  Valencia 

(at  19th  Strcc'.) 

k • 

824-3494 

Open  Everyday 

11:00-  11:00 

Natural  Niman  Schell  Beef  and  Rocky  Free  Range  Chicken 

Natural  Beef  Burgers  • Veggie  Burgers  • Fries  • Hot  Dogs  & Shakes 


lUirer 


Advertise  in 

New  Mission  News 
415-695-8702 

Fax:  695-2838 
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Seeing 
the  Elephant 


The  day  she  spread  her  wings. . . 


MANY  PEOPLE  THINK  (or  like  to  think) 
that  nonprofit  work  is  a selfless  profession 
that  requires  sacrificing  your  personal  goals 
for  those  of  the  community.  Well,  there’s 
some  iruth  to  that,  but  only  a little.  Like  in 
most  service  oriented  professions,  you  have 
to  know  how  to  serve  people. 

The  problem  arises,  however,  when 
somewhere  down  the  line  people  forget  (or 
are  made  to  forget)  how  to  serve  themselves. 
If  people  learned  how  to  represent  them- 
selves as  a group,  then  there  wouldn't  be  any 
need  for  those  high  earning  executives  of 
nonprofits,  now  would  there? 

The  concept  of  self  sufficiency  for  low 
income  neighborhoods,  and  disenfranchised 
populations  is  pretty  revolutionary,  if  you 
think  about  it.  More  so  with  immigrant 
women  who  have  historically  been  tied  to 
underpaid  jobs  with  no  benefits  nor  flexibil- 
ity. in  terms  of  time  to  achieve  their  personal 
goals  for  advancement. 

The  dynamics  of  power  changes,  how- 
ever. if  the  relationship  is  no  longer  one  of 
worker/boss  but  rather  business  owner/cus- 
tomer. 

That's  why  I work  at  ALAS  (Alternatives 
for  Latinas  in  Self  Sufficiency),  the  Spanish 
language  program  of  Women’s  Initiative  for 
Self  Employment.  ALAS  offers  business 
planning,  bookkeeping.  Business  English 
and  Personal  Effectiveness  Training  courses 
in  Spanish  to  women  that  want  to  start  or 
expand  their  own  business.  The  measure  of 
success  is  not  so  much  how  many  women 
we  help  or  units  of  service  we  provide,  but 
rather  how  we  can  help  women  recognize 
their  capabilities  and  learn  to  be  self  suffi- 
cient to  the  point  where  we  may  no  longer 
be  needed.  Here  at  ALAS  we  help  women 
realize  that  they  have  the  power,  as  individu- 
als and  as  a community  of  enterprising 
women.  All  they  need  is  to  get  the  right  in- 
formation and  to  network  with  others.  Many 
Latinamerican  women  that  come  to  this  pro- 
gram have  already  had  business  experience 
in  their  own  countries  with  family  grocery 
stores,  reselling  merchandise,  etc.  It's  a com- 
mon practice  in  countries  with  unstable 
economies.  The  experience  of  emigrating  to 
a racist  country  such  as  this,  as  well  as  the 
language  barrier,  alters  many  women's  self 
perception,  which  in  some  cases  makes  many 
believe  they  are  not  capable.  Many  seek  sup- 


port from  nonprofit  organizations  that  only 
help  to  perpetuate  this  misconception  by  es- 
tablishing paternalistic  power  dynamics. 
“We'll  fight  for  your  rights,"  some  of  these 
organizations  seem  to  say.  "You  don't  have 
to  worry  about  a thing.  Just  write  your  name 
here  so  we  can  count  you  among  the  needy.” 

In  spile  of  all  the  homelessness,  unem- 
ployment and  poverty  in  this  country,  few 
U.S.  born  can  even  imagine  what  it's  like  to 
live  (and  survive)  in  most  Latin-American 
countries.  Survival  there  requires  razor-sharp 
senses,  boldness  and  most  of  all,  an  excel- 
lent talent  for  bargaining.  It’s  really  the  most 
ancient  form  of  art  in  the  world. 

If  you  think  about  it,  U.S.  bom  people 
have  been  really  spoiled:  many  of  us  lived 
with  the  certainty  that  we  could  get  a job 
easily  because  there  would  always  be  some- 
where to  work.  Little  did  we  know  that  it 
was  only  by  making  life  miserable  for  people 
in  poor  countries  that  made  this  certainty 
possible  for  people  here.  It  seems  to  me  that 
this  country  is  heading  towards  a very  grave 
future,  with  no  safety  nets  for  poor  families 
and  few  training  programs  set  up  to  help 
people  compete  in  the  labor  market,  much 
less  the  world  market.  According  to  Presi- 
dent Clinton,  this  country  will  need  to  create 
one  million  new  jobs  for  getting  people  off 
welfare.  I doubt  he  has  any  magicians  in 
Cabinet  positions.  In  fact,  conditions  here  are 
being  to  look  much  like  conditions  in  Latin 
America.  Meanwhile,  the  U.S.  is  throwing 
out  the  only  people  that  will  be  able  to  teach 
us  how  to  survive  in  those  conditions:  Im- 
migrants. 

To  the  senators,  congresspeople  and 
economists  from  Harvard,  MIT,  Stanford, 
etc.,  who  have  spent  a fortune  on  their  edu- 
cations and  are  now  governing  the  country,  I 
would  like  to  tell  them  just  one  thing:  you 
have  been  cheated  ridiculously.  At  least  the 
universities  in  Latinamerica  teach  common 
sense. 


ALAS  Orientations  will  be  held  July  I,  Au- 
gust 6 and  September  24  from  6:00  to  7:30 
p.m.  Their  office  is  located  at  1398  Valencia 
Street  on  the  corner  of  25th  Street.  Call  (415) 
826-5090  for  more  information.  The 
Women 's  Initiative  office  is  located  at  450 
Mission  Street.  Suite  402  San  Francisco. 
(415)  247-9473. 


Mirando 
el  Elefante 


Lisa  Milos 


Hay  que  saber  como  servir 


MUCHOS  PIENS  AN  (o  les  gustarfa  pensar) 
que  el  trabajo  en  el  mundo  de  las  organiza- 
ciones  sin  fines  de  lucro — los  nonprofits — 
requiere  personas  dispuestas  a sacrificar  sus 
metas  personales  por  las  de  la  comunidad. 
Hay  algo  de  cierto  en  eso,  pero  sdlo  un  poco. 
Como  muchas  profesiones  de  servicio,  hay 
que  saber  edmo  servir. 

El  problema  surge,  sin  embargo,  cuando 
tarde  o temprano,  la  gente  olvida  (o  son 
motivados  a olvidar)  c6mo  ayudarsc  a si 
mismos.  Si  los  individuos  aprendieran  a re- 
presentar  sus  propios  intereses  como  grupo 
entonces  no  habrfa  necesidad  de  tantos  eje- 


cutivos  de  nonprofits  con  sueldos  exorbitan- 
tes,  i,no? 

El  concepto  de  autosuficiencia  para  ve- 
cindarios  pobres  y poblaciones  marginadas 
es  una  idea  bien  revolucionaria.  M4s  aiin  para 
mujeres  inmigrantes,  quienes  histdricamen- 
te  han  sufrido  condiciones  laborales  pdsimas 
con  bajos  sueldos,  sin  beneficios  ni  tiempo 
flexible  para  perseguir  sus  propios  suefios. 

La  dincimica  de  poder  cambia,  sin  em- 
bargo, cuando  la  relation  deja  de  ser  traba- 
jadora  y jefe  y se  transforma  a la  de  pequefta 
empresaria  y cliente. 


Es  por  eso  que  yo  trabajo  en  ALAS  ( Al- 
ternativas  para  Latinas  en  Autosuficiencia), 
el  programa  en  Espafiol  de  Women’s 
Initiative  for  Self  Employment.  ALAS  ofre- 
ce  cursos  de  planificacidn  de  negocios,  con- 
tabilidad.  Inglds  de  negocio  y superacidn 
personal  a mujeres  que  quieren  poner  o ex- 
pandir  sus  propios  negocios.  La  manera  de 
medir  el  £xito  no  es  contando  la  cantidad  de 
mujeres  que  seguimos  ayudando  (o  cuantas 
unidadcs  de  servicio  seguimos  proveyendo) 
sino  ofreciendo  nuestros  servicios  a cada 
mujer  con  el  objetivo  de  que  reconozca  su 
capacidad  y aprenda  que  puede  valer  por  si 
misma.  El  mejor  logro  consiste  en  ayudarla 
para  que  ya  no  necesite  ayuda.  Aqul  en  ALAS 
las  mujeres  se  dan  cuenta  que  son  ellas  las 
que  tienen  el  poder  como  individuos  y como 
una  comunidad  de  mujeres  de  negocio.  S61o 
necesitan  la  informacidn  correcta  y comuni- 
carse  con  otras  mujeres.  Muchas  latinas  que 
vienen  a este  programa  ya  han  tenido  expe- 
riencia  de  mantener  un  negocio  en  sus  pro- 
pios paises  con  tiendas  de  abarrotes,  reventa 
de  mercancla,  etc.  Es  una  pr&ctica  muy  co- 
mun  en  paises  con  economlas  inestables.  Los 
efectos  de  emigrar  a un  pals  netamente  ra- 
cista,  como  tambidn  el  problema  del  idioma, 
le  altera  a la  mujer  el  imagen  que  tiene  de  si 
misma  a tal  punto  donde  se  cree  incapaz  de 
salir  adelante.  Muchas  buscan  ayuda  a algu- 
nas  organizaciones  nonprofit,  las  cuales  sdlo 
acaban  por  nutrir  este  mismo  imagen.  En  ta- 
les contextos  patemalistas  ayudan  a mante- 
ner o perpetuar  la  misma  din<jmica  de  poder 
que  mantiene  a la  mujer  inmigrante  en  con- 
diciones de  pobreza.  "Nosotros  lucharemos 
por  vuestros  derechos",  parecen  decir  estas 
mismas  organizaciones.  “Usted  no  tiene  que 
preocuparse  de  nada,  sdlo  anote  su  nombre 
para  que  podremos  contarla  dentro  de  la  lis- 
ta  de  nuestras  necesitadas”. 

A pesarde  las  miles  de  personas  sin  casa, 
a pesar  del  desempleo  y la  pobreza  en  este 
pals,  pocos  de  los  que  han  nacido  aqul  pue- 
den  imaginarse  edmo  seria  el  vivir  (o  m&s 
bien  sobrevivir)  en  cualquier  pals  latinoame- 
ricano.  La  supervivencia  en  esos  paises  re- 


quiere de  una  agudeza  mental,  audacia  y m2s 
aun  un  excelente  dominio  del  arte  del  rega- 
teo.  En  realidad  es  el  arte  m3s  antiguo  del 
mundo. 

Si  uno  se  pone  a pensar,  los  nacidos  aqul 
hemos  sido  muy  mal  ensefiados.  La  mayoria 
de  nosotros  nos  criamos  con  la  certeza  que 
obtendrlamos  un  trabajo  f^cilmente  porque 
siempre  habrla  algun  lugar  donde  trabajar. 
Muchos  no  sablan  que  esta  seguridad  sdlo 
era  posible  mediante  la  explotacidn  de  las 
personas  en  paises  m&s  pobres.  Me  parece 
que  a 6ste  pals  le  espera  un  futuro  muy  difl- 
cil,  sin  programas  de  ayuda  para  las  familias 
de  bajos  ingresos.  y pocos  programas  de  ca- 
pacitacidn  para  ayudar  a las  personas  a com- 
petir  en  el  mercado  labor  intemo  mucho  me- 
nos  a nivel  mundial.  Segun  informes  del  pro- 
pio  presidente  Clinton,  el  pals  tendril  que 
crear  un  milldn  de  trabajos  nuevos  para  las 
personas  que  reciblan  asistencia  publica.  Yo 
dudo  que  haya  algun  mago  en  el  gabinete. 
es  m^s,  las  cosas  se  van  pareciendo  cada  dla 
m4s  a las  condiciones  en  Latino  America. 
Mientras  tanto,  los  Estados  Unidos  esrii 
echando  del  pals  a los  unicos  que  podriin 
ensenar  al  resto  de  la  poblacidn  a sobrevivir 
en  esas  condiciones:  Los  inmigrantes. 

A los  senadores,  congresistas  y econo- 
mistas  de  Harvard,  MIT,  Stanford,  etc  que 
gastaron  una  fortuna  en  su  educaci6n  y que 
hoy  gobieman  el  pals  les  diria  una  sola  cosa: 
fueron  ridlculamente  estafados.  Al  menos  las 
universidades  en  Latino  America  ensefian  lo 
que  es  el  sentido  comiin. 


ALAS  ofrecerd  orientaciones  el  dia  manes, 
lro  de  Julio,  el  miercoles,  6 de  Agosto  y mier- 
coles,  24  de  Septiembre  de  6:00  a 7:30  de  la 
tarde.  La  oficina  estd  ubicada  en  el  1398 
calle  Valencia  esquina  con  la  calle  25  en  San 
Francisco.  Para  obtener  mds  informacidn 
llame  al  numero  (415)  826-5090.  La  oficina 
de  la  Women 's  Initiative  estd  ubicada  en  el 
450  Mission,  Suite  402:  su  numero  telefoni- 
co  es  (415)  247-9473. 


Have  you  had  a hysterectomy? 

Women  35  to  55  years  old  needed  tor  one  time  discussion 
group.  $30. plus  transportation. 

Call  UCSF  at  (415)  885-7214. 


iHa  tenido  una  histerectomia? 

Se  necesitan  mujeres  de  35  a 55  anos  para  participar  en  un 
grupo  de  discusion  que  se  reunira  una  sola  vez.  $30.00  & 
transporte 

Llame  a la  Universidad  de  CA  (415)  885-7214 


Do  you  have  pelvic  pain  or  bleeding? 

Has  your  doctor  talked  to  you  about  hysterectomy  (removal  of 
the  uterus)? 

Women  35  to  55  years  old  needed  for  one  time  discussion 
group.  $30.00  plus  transpotation. 

Call  UCSF  at  (415)  885-7214 

^Padece  de  c61icos\dolor  de  vientre  flujo  de 
sangre  exceescivo,  tumores  fibrosos? 

Se  necesitan  mujeres  de  35  a 55  anos  para  participar  en  un 
grupo  de  discusion  que  se  reunira  una  sola  vez.  $30.00  y 
transporte. 

Llame  a la  Universidad  de  CA  (4150  885-7214 
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A tranquility  base 


by  Kurt  Bier 

Sitting  in  the  basement  of  the  Yoga 
Society,  which  is  housed  in  an  enor- 
mous. pre-1906  Victorian,  I feel  like 
I'm  in  a hotel  exercise  room,  near  the  pool. 
The  room  is  bare  and  sterile,  clean 
smelling,  except  for  a faint  huskincss 
reminiscent  of  bodies,  a moist  fragrance  of 
movement  and  sweat.  A ticking  clock  keeps 
me  company  as  I wait,  with  some  trepida- 
tion. for  the  Yoga  instructor  to  arrive.  This 
is  my  first  class  and  having  looked  over  the 
900  some  asanas,  or  positions,  comprising 
Hatha  Yoga,  I wonder.  If  I have  to  put  my 
leg  behind  my  head.  I'm  sunk. 

The  Yoga  Society  was  founded  in 
1972  by  Shri  Brahmananda  Sarasvali 
(Ramamurti  S.  Mishra  in  layman's  terms), 
sister  ashram  of  Ananda  in  upstate  New 
York,  opened  by  Dr.  Mishra  in  the  late  '60s. 
According  to  a longtime  resident  of  the  San 
Francisco  ashram.  Rani  Mandel,  an  ashram 
is  a place  of  spiritual  retreat,  a center  for 
meditation,  education,  healing  and  inner 
transformation.  "The  ultimate  purpose  of 
Yoga  is  meditation.”  Mandel  explains. 
“Only  in  this  state,  where  the  mind 
becomes  quiet,  can  one  become  aware  of 
being,  physically  being,  in  the  world. 
Anything  you  can  perceive,  you  are  not,” 
she  concludes  firmly. 

"I  am  centered"  and  an  obvious  novice 

The  instructor  arrives,  accompanied  by  her 
husband,  Christian.  Tui  is  a middle-aged, 
healthy  looking  woman,  with  an  obvious 
elasticity  as  she  bends  over  with  ease  to  lay 
out  her  mat.  She  and  her  husband  lazily  talk 
shop,  waiting  for  more  students  to  arrive. 
Finally,  one  young  woman  bursts  into  the 
room,  breathless  and  apologetic,  grabs  a 
mat,  throws  it  on  the  floor,  and  collapses 
into  the  relaxation  asana.  We  begin. 
Starting  out  in  the  prayer  position  (hands 
together,  held  above  the  head,  pointing 
upward).  Tui  directs  us  to  tell  ourselves, 
“You  are  centered.”  Eager  to  participate.  I 
say  aloud.  “I  am  centered."  My  voice  alone 
rings  out.  After  a subtle  and  brief  acknowl- 
edgment. "new  guy",  we  continue. 

At  the  moment,  eight  people  live  in  the 
San  Francisco  ashram.  According  to 
Mandel.  guests  are  frequent  and  those  with 
an  interest  in  meditation  and  spiritual 
renewal  are  always  welcome.  Donations 
for  this  service  are  eagerly  accepted. 
Residents  and  visitors  meditate  twice  daily 
and  discuss  the  finer  points  of  the  Yoga 
Sutras,  philosophical  texts  elucidating 
the  metaphysical  aspects  of  Yoga’s  en- 
lightened lifestyle.  "Yoga  is  not  a religion." 
says  Mandel.  "You  can  be  of  any  religion 
and  still  practice  Yoga.  Yoga  helps  you 
experience  religion." 

The  dog  position:  revenge  or  what? 

For  Mandel,  as  for  most  Yoga  practitioners, 
the  discovery  of  Yoga  simply  confirmed  an 
already  existing  belief  in  the  sublime  con- 
nection between  mind  and  body.  Mandel 
suffered  from  severe  scoliosis,  exacerbated 
by  her  work  raising  and  training  champion 
Arabian  horses.  She  began  stretching  daily, 
moving  and  contorting  her  body  according 
to  painful  cues  from  her  back  and  neck. 
Gradually,  and  to  the  amazement  of  doc- 
tors. her  back  straightened  some  and  the 
pain  lessened.  By  concentrating  on  her 


physical  being,  Mandel’s  awareness — in  all 
senses  of  the  word — increased.  And  when 
she  attended  her  first  Yoga  class,  she  found 
an  undeniable  kinship  with  the  age-old 
practice.  "Right  away.  I knew  that  it  was 
right."  she  recalls,  "What  I had  been  teach- 
ing myself,  someone  had  already  invented 
over  3,000  years  ago." 

Back  in  class.  I wonder  what  sadist 
advocated  for  the  dog  position,  and 
whether  it  was  an  act  of  revenge.  Hands 
and  feet  on  the  floor  and  butt  in  the  air.  my 
arms  shake,  muscles  quivering  with 
fatigue,  and  my  face — misshapen  by  the 
effort — nearly  touches  the  floor,  as  my 
frame  sags  and  wavers.  Mercifully,  Tui 
says,  "Good.  Now  back  to  the  relaxation 
position."  Hurrah!  I enjoy  the  relaxation 
position  immensely:  on  your  back,  hands  at 
your  sides,  feet  open.  Having  stretched  and 
flexed  what  seems  every  muscle  in  my 
body,  even  my  jaw,  I truly  appreciate 
absolute  inertia. 

Under  the  guidance  of  Dr.  Mishra,  the 
Yoga  Society  became  well  known  amongst 
those  practicing  the  art.  In  Mandel's  esti- 
mation, Yoga's  popularity  peaked  in  the 
late  1970s.  when  a giddy,  psychedelic- 
vision  prodded  a nation,  newly  liberated 
from  an  unpopular  war,  into  New  Age 
experimentation.  A medical  doctor  by 
vocation.  Dr.  Mishra  advocated  a number 
of  different  healing  modalities,  including 
acupuncture,  exercise,  and  massage.  For 
fifteen  years,  the  Yoga  Society  contained 
the  International  Massage  School,  which 
drew  many  students  eager  to  learn  the  pop- 
ular and  sensual  art,  and  kept  the  society's 
profile  high  in  the  Yoga  community. 
“Those  were  the  salad  days,"  sighs  Mandel, 
“when  we  were  well  represented  in  pop 
culture.  Back  then,  people  searched  for 
truth  with  a dynamism  that  waned  in  the 
late  '80s  and  early  '90s." 

Dr.  Mishra's  death  in  1993.  at  the 
height  of  the  Yoga  malaise,  was  a dreadful 
blow  to  the  society.  The  massage  school 
closed,  and  deprived  of  their  leader  and 
founder,  members  of  the  Yoga  Society, 
nationwide,  felt  spiritually  adrift.  “We  are 
in  a time  of  disturbance,”  Mandel  decrees, 
“where  forces  of  light  and  dark  contest  in 
the  physical  realm  for  our  spiritual  alle- 
giance." Reading  the  newspaper,  especially 
of  late,  it’s  difficult  to  argue  with  her. 

Relaxing  into  a collective  puddle 

The  forces  of  light  seem  to  be  winning  at 
the  Yoga  Society,  though.  Interest  in  Yoga 
is  again  on  the  rise  as  future-primitive  ideas 
about  psychological  and  mental  health  gain 
preeminence.  What’s  new  is  old  and  what's 
old  is  new.  and  in  a society  wired  with  the 
new.  it's  no  surprise  that  people  are  clamor- 
ing for  a piece  of  the  oldest  wisdom  on  the 
planet.  Most  encouraging  is  the  society's 
plan  to  reopen  their  healing  clinic,  which 
will  offer  various  healing  modalities, 
including  massage  and  acupuncture  thera- 
pies. 

Class  ends  with  deep  relaxation.  After 
an  hour  of  surprisingly  strenuous  stretch- 
ing, deep  relaxation  feels  good,  real  good. 
Relaxing  every  muscle  in  your  body,  you 
melt  into  the  floor,  a giant  puddle,  expand- 
ing and  contracting  ever  so  slightly  with 
each  gentle  breath.  Christian  relaxes  the 
best  ot  all  of  us  and  his  snores  could  not 


belter  express  our  collective  feeling  of 
shameless,  shapeless  pleasure.  I am  quiet  as 
I leave,  fearful  of  disrupting  the  content, 
full  feeling  I have — like  Styrofoam  pack- 
ing around  each  organ  and  muscle  in  my 
body.  The  effects  of  this  one  class  last 
for  days  and  I cannot  but  proselytize  to 
everyone  I see  of  Yoga's  virtues.  Really,  it 
was  fantastic. 

The  Yoga  Society  offers  Yoga  classes  seven 


days  a week,  twice-daily  meditation . 
and  weekly  Vedic  Fire  Ceremonies.  Yoga 
classes  are  $10  each  and  difficulty  levels 
vary  nightly.  The  Vedic  Fire  Ceremony  has 
the  intention  of  cleansing  not  only  the  prac- 
titioners mind,  but  also  the  collective  con- 
scious of  the  Mission  and  should,  therefore, 
be  given  special  attention.  Always  eager 
to  chat,  questions  are  gladly  answered  by 
residents  of  the  society.  Cali  them  at  (4151 
285-5537. ' 


MISSION  CAMERA  SHOP 

Photofinish,  film,  cameras,  repairs,  darkroom  supp.ies 
Black  & White  film  developing  (no  prints) 
$2.65  One  day  service 

Black  & White  dev  and  pnnt  24  exposures  3x5  prints 
w/  ’’retro  look”  white  borders 
$ 1 1 .00  One  to  two  day  service 

Copy  old  photos,  $5.00  for  negative  (no  restoration) 
Color  or  Black  & White 


1089  Valencia  St.  (near  22nd),  SF  941 10  415)  641-8396 
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Investing  in  our  future: 
Youth  Works  for  the  City 


Retlaw  Camera  & Watch 

Serving  San  Francisco  for  60  Years 


f SINCE  1937 

V. . 


Dark  Room  Supplies 
• Film  and  Filters 
Ilford  & Luminos  Paper 
• New  and  Used  Cameras 


Watch  Sales  and  Repairs 


LAST  YEAR'S  SAN  FRANCISCO 
Children  and  Youth  Summit  laid  the 
groundwork  for  an  unprecedented  five- 
year  plan  to  promote  the  well  being  of  our 
children,  youth  and  families.  Most  recently. 
I have  identified  youth  employment  as  a 
priority  in  preparing  our  city’s  youth  for  the 
academic,  social  and  leadership  roles  they 
will  assume  as  they  enter  the  21st  Century. 

To  address  this  priority,  I have  unveiled 
San  Francisco  Youth  Works,  a program 
developed  by  the  Mayor's  Office  of 
Children.  Youth  and  their  Families  and  a 
16-member  advisory  committee  made  up  of 
city  department  heads,  community  agen- 
cies. private  sector  firms,  post-secondary 
institutions,  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and 
the  U.S.  Department  of  Education. 

Youth  Works  is  a year-round,  school-to- 
career  internship  and  employment  program 
designed  to  match  job-ready  youth  with 
Career  Mentors  in  any  one  of  seventy  city 
departments.  While  YouthWorks  allows 
students  to  learn  first-hand  about  the  gov- 
ernment process,  it  is  also  a multi-layered 
initiative  aimed  at  serving  the  diverse  needs 
and  challenges  facing  all  of  our  city’s 
youth. 

One  of  those  challenges  facing  our 
city's  high  school  and  college  students  is 
the  dearth  of  opportunities  to  marry  their 
academic  environment  with  professional 
aspirations.  YouthWorks  targets  this  inac- 
cessibility. first  by  securing  for  students 
academic  credit  for  their  internships  and 
then,  by  linking  academic  training  with 
professional  training  in  the  context  of  prac- 
tical skill  building. 

In  this  way.  City  Hall  acts  as  a "profes- 
sional classroom”,  providing  students  with 
learning  opportunities  that  they  can  draw 
from  and  integrate  into  their  future  careers. 

A more  tangible  end-product  of  a Youth- 
Works  internship  is  a portable  "Career  Port- 
folio”. for  use  in  future  job  interviews.  In 
this  way.  the  program  acts  not  only  as  the 
bridge  connecting  a student's  academic 
experience  with  his  or  her  internship  experi- 
ence, but  as  a bridge  between  an  internship 
and  a career. 

Clearly.  YouthWorks  integrates  the 
multifaceted  needs  students  face  as.  they 
enter  the  professional  workforce.  Yet  un- 
like many  internships  that  neglect  our  at- 
risk  youth.  YouthWorks  understands  the 
need  to  reach  out  to  these  kids  and  realizes 
the  talent  and  diversity  these  students  can 
bring  to  City  Hall. 

YouthWorks  will  reach  out  not  only  to 
at-risk  youth  and  students  in  alternative 
high  schools,  but  will  also  provide  incen- 
tives for  out-of-school  youth  to  re-enroll. 
By  providing  stipends  to  its  participants, 
this  specific  program  encourages  students 
who  previously  could  not  participate  in 
out-of-school  internships  to  apply. 

YouthWorks  will  be  administered  from 
City  Hall,  relying  heavily  on  partnerships 
with  the  School  District,  City  College,  San 
Francisco  State  University  and  local  com- 
munity service  providers. 

Our  current  program  goals  will  be  to 
create  250  new  internship  slots  to  serve  up 
to  500  youths  each  year,  all  of  whom  will 
earn  five  academic  credits  per  semester 
recognized  by  the  School  District.  In  addi- 
tion to  high  school  credit.  City  College  and 
San  Francisco  State  University  will  offer 

concurrent  enrollment  and  college  credit 

✓ 


for  11th  and  12th  graders,  giving  high 
school  students  a jump-start  in  earning  col- 
lege credits. 

Specifically.  YouthWorks  will  take  on 
several  different  faces: 

City  Student  Internship: 

This  internship  program  will  allow  9th  and 
10th  grade  students  to  explore  possible 
careers  in  public  service  by  spending  up  to 
half  a day  each  week  in  various  city  depart- 
ments. Students  will  work  up  to  five  hours 
a week  while  earning  both  income  and  aca- 
demic credits  toward  their  diploma. 

City  Jobs  for  Youth: 

This  component  is  aimed  at  11th  and  12th 
graders  in  search  of  work  experience,  but 
will  enable  them  to  earn  more  extensive 
income  and  academic  credit  as  an  extension 
of  the  City  Student  Internship.  City  Jobs  for 
Youth  will  employ  older  students  for  15  to 
20  hours  a week  during  the  academic 
school  year  and  during  the  summer.  As 
with  student  internships,  these  students  will 
also  be  earning  five  credits  per  semester  for 
their  work. 

Post-Secondary  Pathways: 

Both  City  College  and  San  Francisco  State 
University  will  offer  accredited  classes 
to  juniors  and  seniors  participating  in 
YouthWorks.  City  College  courses  offer 
students  the  opportunity  to  share  their 
internship  experiences  with  their  fellow 
classmates,  reflect  on  their  internship  expe- 
riences with  their  concerns  regarding  city 
policy  as  it  relates  to  their  own  lives.  San 
Francisco  State's  classes  will  place  empha- 
sis on  the  structure,  purposes  and  policies 
of  city  government,  allowing  interns  to 
draw  from  their  own  experiences.  Such 
unique  course  offerings  in  tandem  with  this 
program  make  this  extraordinary  initiative 
an  even  more  utilitarian  and  unique  experi- 
ence for  local  students. 

A School  to  Career  Partnership: 

In  one  way,  the  success  of  YouthWorks 
depends  on  the  strength  of  the  partnership 
between  City  Hall,  the  San  Francisco  Uni- 
fied School  District,  community  organiza- 
tions and  local  tertiary  institutions.  How- 
ever. the  real  success  of  YouthWorks  will 
be  measured  by  the  invaluable  experiences 
we  can  offer  our  city’s  youth.  By  introduc- 
ing our  future  leaders  and  business  owners 
to  our  seasoned  professionals  in  areas  span- 
ning from  Health  and  Human  Services, 
Commission  on  the  Status  of  Women,  the 
Parks  and  Recreation  Department,  to  the 
Redevelopment  Agency,  San  Francisco 
General  Hospital  and  the  Public  Library, 
our  city's  youth  will  have  the  chance  to 
enter  into  works  they  only  read  about  in 
their  civic  textbooks. 


For  more  information  about  YouthWorks. 
call  Joe  Andrews  in  the  Mayor’s  Office  at 


(415)  554-6497. 


• • Watch  Sales  and  Repairs 


2959  Mission  St.  C47  0707 

(Between  25th  & 26th)  # "O  # O # 


Depth  Psychotherapy 

Heal  old  wounds,  past  trauma  and  abuse. 

Explore  and  work  through  stuck  places,  fears 
and  anxiety  that  keep  you  from  having 
the  relationships  and  life  that  you  want. 

Peggy  Handler,  mfcc 

(415)  695-0166 

LICENSE  MFC32077  Se  habla  espahol 


Mission  District  Home  Owners 

Need  Rehab,  or  an  emergency  repair, 
can’t  pick  up  the  tab? 

Your  Solution  to  Better  Living  is 

COMMUNITY  HOUSING  REHABILITATION  PROGRAM  (CHRP) 

& 

CODE  ENFORCEMENT  AND  REHABILITATION  FUND  (CERF) 

• A new  roof  • Electrical  repairs 

• Sewer  repairs  • Hot  water 

• New  rear  stairs  • To  correct  a Code  Violation 


If  you  own  and  occupy  one  or  two  units  and  your  income  is 
within  certain  guidelines,  you  may  qualify  for 
a City  sponsored  CHRP  or  CERF  loans. 

(Example:  A family  of  four  may  make  up  to  $47,050  per  year) 

How  do  the  loan  programs  work? 

Maximum  Amount  Interest  Term  

CHRP  $40,000  / Unit  3 % 10  yrs.  or  upon  sale  or  transfer  of  the  title 

CERF  $ 7,500  / Unit  0%  Upon  sale  or  transfer  of  the  title 


For  more  information  call:  864-6432  ext.  308,  Lucy  Pineda  at 
MISSION  HOUSING  DEVELOPMENT  CORPORATION 


LITERATURE  & POLITICS 
CULTURE  & COMMUNITY 

BOOKS  IN  ENGLISH  & SPANISH 

We  feature  a superb  collection  of 
international  & multicultural  fiction 

^888  Valencia  Street 
San  F rancisco',  CA  94110 

* (415)282-9246 


11-8  Mon-Thur 

11-9  n+Sat 

11-6  Sunday 
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Poems 
of  the  Month 


edited  by  Barbara  Bennett 


Children  and  Ritalin 


THERE  HAS  BEEN  A RESURGENCE  IN 
the  use  of  Ritalin  for  children  in  the  last  few 
years.  It  has  been  prescribed  for  over  thirty 
years,  but  the  last  five  years  has  seen  a five 
hundred  percent  increase  in  its  usage.  This 
phenomena  is  very  particular  to  North 
America.  No  other  country  in  the  world 
prescribes  this  drug  ocie-fifth  as  much  as 
here.  Why  is  this?  Are  problems  of  hyper- 
activity in  children  peculiar  to  this  culture, 
or  are  we  just  more  aware  of  the  problems 
that  children  face?  Also,  the  use  of  Ritalin 
has  not  just  been  limited  to  a particular 
problem  in  behavior  and  attention.  Some 
doctors  are  prescribing  it  as  a means  to 
enhance  performance  in  school  or  for  adults 
to  be  able  to  function  better  mentally.  They 
are  saying  that  up  to  ten  percent  of  children 
could  benefit  from  the  drug.  However,  oth- 
ers in  the  medical  profession  are  question- 
ing whether  it  is  being  vastly  overpre- 
scribed — this  is  a major  ethical  question. 

The  issue  is  compounded  because  the 
diagnosis  of  Attention  Deficit  Disorder 
(ADD),  or  Attention  Deficit  Hyperactive 
Disorder  (ADHD)  is  by  no  means  clear. 
There  are  many  reasons  why  children  may 
be  easily  distracted  or  find  it  hard  to  pay 
attention.  There  may  be  anxiety,  family 
problems,  boring  institutions,  too  much  TV 
and  other  social  factors  which  attribute  to 
hyperactivity  and  the  diagnosis  of  ADD. 
There  are  no  medical  tests  that  can  give  a 
definitive  diagnosis. 

Often,  the  problem  may  not  be  paying  a 
lack  of  attention,  but  of  paying  too  much 
attention  to  too  many  things.  Resorting  to 
drug  medication  can  be  seen  as  a narrow, 
medical  imposition  of  a problem  which  is 
much  broader.  In  fact,  some  of  the  children 
being  diagnosed  maybe  actually  expressing 
a healthy  reaction  to  circumstances  that  are 
just  not  suitable  for  them. 


Teachers  recommend  to  doctors 

The  whole  issue  has  been  complicated  by 
the  fact  that  it  is  often  teachers  who  are  rec- 
ommending to  doctors  that  children  should 
be  given  Ritalin.  In  some  slates  where  this 
is  being  encouraged,  up  to  ten  percent  of 
children  are  being  put  on  the  drug.  Even 
three  and  four  year-old  children  are  being 
given  Ritalin.  One  doctor  stated  that  "the 
American  psychiatric  community  has 
moved  from  blaming  the  mother  to  blaming 
the  brain.” 

Its  use  in  adults  has  been  particularly 
criticized;  charges  have  been  made  that  the 
diagnosis  of  ADD  in  adults  is  being  used  as 
an  excuse  for  any  kind  of  pyschological 
problem. 

What  may  be  happening  is  another 
example  of  misplaced  zeal  to  "medicalize” 
conditions  which  do  not  need  such  inter- 
vention. Looking  at  underlying  causes  in 
the  family  or  in  methods  of  schooling,  and 
challenging  models  of  what  we  see  as  nor- 
mal behavior  may  be  a much  more  healthy 
attitude  in  dealing  with  the  development  of 
children  and  adults. 

Although  many  children  may  benefit 
from  Rilalin  s usage  and  there  is  certainly  a 
place  for  it  in  helping  to  moderate  behavior, 
it  is  also  a subject  of  debate  as  to  whether  or 
not  the  long  term  use  of  Ritalin  could  create 
addictive  tendencies  for  other  drugs. 
Doctors  and  teachers  should  be  questioning 
these  issues  much  more  than  they  do  cur- 
rently before  prescribing  this  powerful 
medication. 


Richard  Pin  RS  Horn.  CCH.  is  a practition- 
er and  teacher  of  homeopathy.  His  office  is 
at  Dolores  Park  Homeopathy.  3689  18th 
Street.  San  Francisco;  phone:  565-0979. 
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1745  Folsom  St.  @ 13th 

San  FRANCISCO,  C«  94103 


Mon-Sat  9am-9pm 


Sun  1 Oam-9pm 


(415)  863-0620 

A Worker  Owned  Cooperative 
Serving  the  Mission  for  Over  20  years 

natural  Foods  • vitamins  & supplements  • homeopathy  • Organic  produce 
Ecological  Household  Goods  • Natural  Bath  & Body  products 


Free  Parking  • More  floor  space  • More  Selection  • Better  Service 
UNBEATABLE  PRICES 


The  Scarlet  Sage  Herb  Company 


specializing  in  high  quality  organic  & wildcrafted  bulk  herbs 


We  carry  a full  line 

OF  TINCTURES 

Homeopathic 

REMEDIES 

Aromatherapy 


Vitamin  Supplements 
Books 

Flower  Essences 
Body  Care  Products 


OPEN  7 DAYS  A WEEK 


3412  22nd  Street 

(at  Guerrero) 

San  Francisco,  CA  941 10 


(415)  821-0997 


A Women-Owned  Busmen 


Thirty  Y ears  Down  The  Line 

By  Diamond  Dave  Whitaker 

Almost  Solstice 
Another  Monday 
Three  decades  down  the  line 
At  the  end  of  Haight 
Where  the  Park  begins. 

Around  me 

Small  time  drug  dealers. 

Hangers  in  and  hangers  out. 

Golden  gate  kid  campers 
And  undercover  cops. 

Food  Not  Bombs, 

Servin'  vegan  soup, 

Katz’s  day  old  bagels. 

"Get  in  the  loop,  have  some  soup. 

No  time  to  frown  , time  to  get  down." 

Gathering  around.  .. 

Gnarly  hippies:  Veterans  of  a half-forgotten  war. 

The  Wrecking  Crew,  Fast  Eddie's  possie 
Deadhead  refugees,  Dreadlock  street  survivors. 

Gaggles  of  gutter  punks  just  off  the  train. 

The  Best  Minds  Of  All  Those  Generations 
Here  at  the  bottom 
Looking  up. 

Tie-dyed  wayfarin'  backpackers 
Headin’  for  Oregon, 

The  Rainbow  Gathering. 

Those  for  whom  1997  is  their  1967. 

Ladle  in  hand. 

My  mind's  eye  dances 
Down  the  ribbon  of  time, 

To  that  Summer  of  Love, 

That  Summer  of  buds. 

At  the  Digger  Free  Store 
Servin'  free  foorl  to  to  draft  dodgers, 

AWOLS  fleeing  the  war.  long  haired  urban  guerillas. 

Come  who  may. 

The  free  frame  of  reference. 

The  communication  company 
Seeds  of  the  underground  press. 

And  no  joke.  Lots  of  good  smoke! 

And  the  Digger  slogan, 

"ONE  PERCENT  FREE" 
returns  to  the  community. 

Screamin'  awake  from  the  American  Dream. 

Four  generations  of  Beatniks,  Hippies,  Punks,  and  Hip-Hoppers, 
Freewheelin'  and  freestylin'  into  the  Millenium. 

Transcending  all  past  categories’. 

Welcoming  all  "cool  folks"  out  here 
On  the  cuttin'  edge 

The  Family  Dog's  back  at  the  beach, 

October  12!  Soccer  fields. 

Big  names,  big  bands,  big  deal,. 

Sunday,  Sunday , Sunday, 

Don't  forget  the  1%  free 


Send  words  to 
Barbara  Bennett,  Poetry  Editor, 

New  Mission  News,  777  Valencia  SF  CA 
94110 
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GRAPHICS 


GRAPHIC  DESIGN 
BILINGUAL  EDITORIAL  SERVICES 
TRANSLATIONS  for  PUBLICATION 


Special  Rates  for  Non- Profits 

415*824-7421 


SPANISH/ENGLISH  TYPESETTING  • AD  DESIGN  - LOGOS  • BUSINESS  CARDS  • NEWSLETTERS 
MENUS  • FLYERS  • BROCHURES  • INVITATIONS  • COMPUTER  GRAPHIC  ILLUSTRATIONS 
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FOOD 


CASA  VALENCIA 


Furnished  rooms  for  rent  in  the 
sunny  Mission. 

Full  time  manager. 

Laundry  rooms. 

Close  to  shopping  and  all  forms  of 
public  transportation.  All  utilities 
included,  except  telephone. 

Staff  on  duty  24  hours. 

For  more  information  call  552-0825 


We  invite  you  to  land  on  the  new  planet  on 

the  block. 

PLANET  HEALTH 

Come  into  health  territory  and  discover 
a world  of  Natural  Food  Groceries. 

ioo%  Organic  Produce. 

Fresh  Breads,  Bulk  Grains  & Herbs. 

Cruelty  Free  Cosmetics. 

Environ  mental.  Household  Products. 
Vitamins  & Supplements. 

Organic  Juice  & Coffee  Bar. 

Friendly  Staff  & Soothing  Atmosphere. 




524  Valencia  Street  at  16th 

Monday  thru  Saturday  from  8 am  to  10  pm 
Sundays  from  9 am  to  10  pm 

San  Francisco  (415). 558-9150 

mm 


MIKE’S  LIQUORS 
2499  MISSION  @ 21ST 
550-0816 

Open  Every  Day  9am  to  2am 


Round  World 
Music  Review 


Robert  Leaver 


Rosa  Iris 


I AM  NOW  A MARRIED  MAN  AND 
I have  a story  to  tell — one  that  cannot  be 
separated  from  my  experience  of  Cuba  and 
Cuban  music.  I met  my  wife,  known  as 
Rosa  Iris,  on  my  first  trip  to  Cuba  in  1995 
and  we  were  just  recently  married.  In  this 
time  Round  World  Music  has  released  three 
CD’s  featuring  Cuban  music — Ritmo  y 
Candela,  Ritmo  y Candela  2:  African 
Crossroads,  and  Los  Terry.  Now,  this 
month,  two  more  original  Cuban  record- 
ings are  released;  they  are  Pancho  Quinta 
and  Bellita.  I went  to  Cuba  on  a musical 
adventure,  was  enchanted  by  the  place  and 
utterly  charmed  by  the  people,  and  fell  in 
love  with  the  woman  who  would  become 
my  wife.  A love  story,  for  sure,  but  as  with 
everything  Cuban — and  especially  between 
Cubans  and  Americans — it’s  not  easy.  As 
Cubans  say  often  and  with  authority,  “no 
es  f£cil”. 

We  met  when  I visited  La  Cueva  del 
Humo.  a famous  solar  (inner  courtyard 
minus  the  yard)  in  La  Habana  Vieja,  after  a 
large  rally  against  the  blockade  where  all 
the  top  bands  played  and  Fidel  gave  a 
speech.  It  was  my  first  full  day  in  Cuba  and 
I felt  as  if  I was  in  the  midst  of  a surreal 
dream  sequence.  Rosa  invited  me  to  go  with 
her  to  get  some  cigars  and  cigarettes  for 
everyone,  and  led  me  through  the  dark  an- 
cient streets  of  Old  Havana  past  La  Bode- 
guita  del  Medio  and  to  a park.  Crowds  of 
people  milled  about  and  I think  I was  the 
only  white  man,  and  most  likely,  the  only 
foreigner  around.  Everyone  was  in  a festive 
mood  and  people  were  hustling  to  sell  cig- 
arettes and  other  things,  as  the  black  market 
was  then  in  full  effect.  At  first,  1 was  anx- 
ious but  I realized  the  people  checking  me 
out  were  mostly  just  curious  and  didn’t 
have  bad  intentions.  And  I was  with  Rosa; 
I was  at  peace. 

Later,  producer  Greg  Landau  organized 
a recording  of  a master  drummer,  Pancho 


Quioto,  who  was  famous  on  the  rumba  and 
bembe  circuit.  Pancho  was  amazing  to 
watch.  He  played  a box  (cajdn),  which  he 
sat  on,  the  quinto  conga  beside  him,  three 
bat3  drums  behind  him  and  bells  splayed 
out  in  front  of  him.  Accompanied  by  other 
great  drummers  and  veteran  rumba  singers, 
Pancho  and  his  crew  were  mixing  all  man- 
ner of  folkloric,  sacred  and  other  elements 
in  a streetwise,  gritty  rumba  style.  One  song 
chronicles  the  everyday  life  of  “la  bolsa 
negra”  (the  black  market)  in  Old  Havana; 
this  became  the  title  cut  on  the  recording, 
En  El  Solar  La  Cueva  del  Humo.  Santeria, 
abakua , Mexican  rancheras  and  even  a 
melody  1 recognized  from  a song  “Down 
in  the  Cotton  Fields  of  Old”  are  present. 
One  cut.  Lenguasa,  features  Omar  Sosa  on 
piano,  Greg  Landau  on  tres  and  Rahsaan 
Fredericks  on  bass.  This  is  real  rumba,  im- 
provised and  mixed  up,  not  a museum  piece 
of  sanitized  culture  but  a snapshot  or  the 
streets  of  Havana  today. 

The  other  new  release  is  a recording  of 
a Cuban  pianist  and  singer,  Bellita,  and  her 
partner,  Miranda,  who  plays  conga  and  bass 
(at  times,  simultaneously!).  Together,  they 
have  composed  a range  of  tunes  incorporat- 
ing Cuban  elements  of  the  son,  cha-cha- 
cha,  danzon,  and  Afro-Cuban  rhythms,  along 
with  jazz  fusion  and  Brazilian  elements. 
Once  again,  we  have  a unique  recording  that 
echoes  the  diverse  musical  interests  and  in- 
fluences in  Cuban.  And  also,  there  is  the 
woman's  perspective  and  sentiment  Bellita 
brings  to  the  music.  Local  Cuban  drum- 
mer/percussionist Jesus  Diaz  completes  the 
rhythm  section. 

Bellita  y Jazztumbatd  give  us  a warm, 
jazzy  version  of  Cuban  music  that  is  sure  to 
charm  both  the  novice  and  aficionado. 

Like  music,  love  knows  no  boundaries, 
and  as  this  writer  knows,  Cubans  have  no 
bad  intentions  toward  us  and  certainly  pose 
no  threat,  so  why  should  the  United  States 
still  harbor  such  a vindictive  attitude? 


“Awareness  is  Revolutionary 

Ven  Urygen  Sangharakshita 

Free  drop-in  meditation  class  every  Tuesday  at  7pm. 
Meditation  and  Buddhist  courses  offered  regularly 
Call  for  a free  program. 

SAN  FRANCISCO  BUDDHIST  CENTER 

37  Bartlett  Street  @ 21st  • 282-2018  • www/bluelotus.com/sfbc 
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Jose  Medina 


Park  Patrol  deserves  revival 


SAN  FRANCISCANS  TREASURE  OPEN 
SPACE.  We  especially  cherish  our  parks  be- 
cause they  provide  an  island  of  nature  and  a 
refuge  from  concrete  and  steel.  When  we  go 
to  the  park,  we  want  to  enjoy  the  clean  air, 
play  with  our  children  and  relax.  The  last 
thing  we  want  is  to  worry  about  our  safety. 
A couple  of  weeks  ago  at  the  Housing  and 
Neighborhood  Services  committee,  we  heard 
testimony  from  concerned  citizens,  parent 
advocates  and  park  staff  about  the  lack  of 
safety  in  San  Francisco  Parks,  and  the  need 
for  more  enforcement  of  existing  park  regu- 
lations. 

I think  one  of  the  best  ways  to  ensure 
safety  in  the  parks  is  by  making  appropriate 
utilization  of  the  San  Francisco  Park  Patrol. 
Not  many  people  are  aware  of  the  existence 
of  the  Park  Patrol,  which  was  instituted  in 
1 874  to  make  the  parks  safer.  The  original 
charge  of  the  Park  Patrol  was  to  maintain  the 
peace  in  San  Francisco  parks.  In  a visionary 
move,  the  late  nineteenth  century  Park  Com- 
mission made  clear  distinctions  between  the 


duties  of  regular  Police  Officers  and  those 
of  the  Park  Patrol.  Whereas  Police  Officers 
are  charged  with  preventing  and  correcting 
crime.  Park  Patrol  officers  are  directed  to 
keep  the  peace  and  to  act  as  liaisons  to  na- 
ture and  recreation  facilities  in  the  parks.  In 
addition,  they  are  charged  with  enforcing 
existing  park  regulations,  like  keeping  dogs 
leashed  or  preventing  people  from  drinking. 

It  is  important  to  note  that  the  Park  Pa- 
trol is  responsible  for  preventing  misuse  of 
the  Parks  and  Avenue  Grounds,  as  well  as 
promoting  the  convenience  and  safety  of  the 
visitors.  These  tasks  can  be  accomplished 
through  specialized  training  and  modern 
equipment. 

Unfortunately,  in  recent  years,  due  to 
poorly  planned  budgetary  decisions,  the  Park 
Patrol  has  been  decreasing  in  numbers,  at  the 
same  time  the  number  of  crimes  in  parks  has 
been  increasing.  How  can  we  expect  to  have 
safer  parks  if  we  are  not  willing  to  invest  on 
the  very  unit  that  has  been  established  for 


Jpse  Medina 


Visiones  de  los  Guardias  de  Parques 


A LOS  CIUDADANOS  DE  SAN  FRAN- 
CISCO. LES  ENCANTA  EL  ESPACIO 
ABIERTO.  Especialmente  los  parques.  por- 
que  son  como  una  isla  de  naturaleza  y un 
refugio  del  concreto.  Cuando  vamos  al  par- 
que  nos  gusta  disfrutar  del  aire  limpio.  jugar 
con  los  nifios  y descansar.  Lo  ultimo  que 
queremos  es  preocuparnos  por  nuestra  segu- 
ridad.  Hace  un  par  de  semanas.  en  el  Comity 
sobre  Vivienda  y Servicios  de  la  Comuni- 
dad.  escuchamos  el  testimonio  de  ciudada- 
nos.  activistas  y empleados  de  los  parques 
acerca  de  lo  inseguro  que  son  los  parques  de 
San  Francisco  asf  y de  la  necesidad  de  eje- 
cular  las  reglas  que  ya  existen  sobre  los  par- 
ques. 

Me  parece  que  una  de  las  mejores  for- 
mas de  hacer  los  parques  m£s  seguros  es  por 
medio  de  la  utilizacidn  del  los  Guardias  de 
Parques  de  San  Francisco.  Poca  gente  cono- 
ce  la  existencia  de  los  Guardias  de  Parques. 
los  cuales  fueron  instituidos  en  1874  para  la 
seguridad  en  los  parques.  De  manera  visio- 
naria.  la  Comisidn  de  Parques  de  fines  del 
siglo  diecinueve  hizo  una  Clara  distincidn 
entre  las  responsabilidades  de  los  oficiales 
de  Policfa  y los  Guardias  de  Parques.  Mien- 
tras  que  los  oficiales  de  Policfa  esi4n  a cargo 
de  protegemos  del  crimen,  los  Guardias  de 
Parques  tienen  la  responsabilidad  de  mante- 
ner  el  orden  y de  hacer  un  enlace  entre  los 
campos  de  recreo  en  los  parques  y la  nalura- 
leza.  Adem4s,  ellos  son  responsables  de  eje- 
cutar  las  reglas  de  los  parques.  Por  ejemplo 
la  de  asegurarse  de  que  los  perros  estdn  ama- 
rrados  o de  no  pennitir  que  se  beba  el  alco- 
hol en  los  parques. 

Es  importante  notar  que  los  Guardias  de 
Parques  tienen  la  responsabilidad  de  evitar 
el  maltrato  de  los  parques  y de  sus  avenidas. 
asf  como  de  coordinar  la  comodidad  y la  se- 
guridad de  los  visitantes.  Todas  estas  lareas 
se  pueden  cumplir  a travds  de  entrenamicn- 
lo  especializado  y equipo  modemo. 

Lamentablemente  en  los  ultimos  aflos. 
dada  una  ineficaz  planificacidn  presupuestal. 
el  patrullaje  de  Guardias  de  Parques  ha 
disminufdo.  mientras  que  el  numcro  de  cri- 
menes  en  los  parques  se  ha  ido  para  arriba. 
^Cdmo  podemos  esperar  que  los  parques 


sean  seguros  si  no  estamos  dispuestos  a in- 
vertir  en  la  unidad  que  se  establecid  con  el 
mismo  propdsito? 

Hace  dos  afios,  yo  estuve  a cargo  de  una 
serie  de  audiencias  en  la  Comisidn  dc  Poli- 
cfa sobre  el  tema  de  la  seguridad  en  los  par- 
ques. Como  resultado.  cl  Departamento  de 
Policfa  instituyd  una  unidad  policfaca  que  in- 
corpord  la  ronda  de  parques  en  las  rondas 
asignadas  a los  oficiales  de  policfa.  Este  pro- 
grama  ha  llegado  a ser  un  enlace  importante 
entre  la  policfa  y los  parques,  pero  no  ha  sido 
sufic iente.  Si  queremos  tener  parques  mis 
seguros  donde  los  nifios  puedan  jugar  y los 
adultos  puedan  disfrutar  dc  la  naturaleza  sin 
pisar  a los  condones  usados,  las  jeringas  o 
los  pedazos  de  vidrio.  tenemos  que  apoyar  a 
los  Guardias  dc  Parques. 

Consccuentcmente.  he  decidido  introdu- 
ce una  resolucidn  que  Ic  pide  al  Departa- 
mento de  Parques  y Recreacidn  que  busque 
fondos  para  emplear  y capacitar  trabajado- 
res  adicionales  para  los  Guardias  de  Parques. 
Tambi6n  le  he  pedido  al  Comitd  de  Finan/as 
que  atienda  a las  necesidades  presupuestales 
de  los  Guardias  de  Parques  durante  las  se- 
siones  que  tocan  al  presupuesto  de  la  Ciu- 
dad. Yo.  por  mi  pane,  voy  a seguir  promo- 
viendo  el  uso  apropiado  del  los  Guardias  de 
Parques  mientras  que  nuestros  parques  con- 
timien  siendo  inseguros  para  los  ciudadanos 
de  San  Francisco. 
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this  purpose9 

Two  years  ago,  I conducted  hearings  at 
the  police  commission  on  the  issue  of  safely 
in  the  parks  and  as  a result,  the  San  Fran- 
cisco Police  Department  instituted  a Park 
Policing  unit  to  include  patrolling  of  parks 
in  the  beats  of  designated  police  officers.  This 
has  proven  to  be  a very  important  link  be- 
tween the  police  and  the  parks,  but  it  is  not 
enough.  If  we  want  safe  parks  where  chil- 
dren can  play  and  adults  can  enjoy  nature 
without  having  to  step  over  used  condoms. 


syringes  and  broken  glass,  then  we  have  to 
support  the  Park  Patrol. 

Consequently.  I have  introduced  a reso- 
lution urging  the  Recreation  and  Parks  De- 
partment to  fully  fund,  staff  and  train  the  Park 
Patrol  Unit.  I have  also  submitted  a request 
to  the  Finance  Committee  to  address  the  bud- 
getary needs  of  the  Park  Patrol  during  the 
Budget  sessions.  I will  continue  to  promote 
the  proper  use  of  the  Park  Patrol  as  long  as 
our  parks  are  less  than  safe  for  San  Francisco 
residents. 
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425SOUTH  VAN  NESS  SAN  FRANCISCO  C A ZJI03 

(4151487  9996  FAX  (41  6)  487-9997 

You  are  welcome  at  Mission  Dental  Building 
for  all  phases  of  dentistry. 


2440  Mission  St.  285-9900 


$ 

Open  Monday  - Saturday  9-5 

Robert  C Ceniceros,  D.D.S.  Peter  V Rengstorff,  D.D.S. 
Bryan  Arant,  D.D.S.  Ramona  L.  Lauron.  R.D.H. 


31Z0  16th3+ 
431-4083 
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£ RESTAURANT 


dmonj  (I*  fouj  <1.  e on  Itj  flljd|Ql6c  rejtivrdnt ! 


open  Honldy  tiro  Sitvrlly  LUNCH 

11  n 3:30  pm 


3292  -22nd  Street 

Esquina  Valencia 

282-8867 


OINNER 
5 — 11  pm 
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GRAND  OPENING 
OF  FINE  ART  GALLERY 

£Fe<i '/taking'  o-rbyi/vcU 
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FINE  CUSTOM  FRAMING  AND  GALLERY 


12TH  ANNIVERSARY  CELEBRATION 


FREE 


DECORATOR  ACCENT  MIRROR  WITH  EVERY 
PURCHASE  OVER  ONE  HUNDRED  DOLLARS  OR 
MORE. . . 

I I 


METAL  FRAME  SALE 


COLORS:  Anodic,  black.  Matt  Black, 
Contrast  Gray,  Champagne,  Gold,  Frosted 
Gold,  Silver,  Frosted  Silver,  White  & Pewter 

INCLUDES:  Frames,  Glass,  Mount, 
Labor,  Backing,  Wire  and  Hooks 


Palo  □ e Mayo 
by:  Otto  Rajas 

Original  Signed  Limited  Edition  5erlg-aph 
Available  at  Back  to  the  Picture 


(415)  826-2321 

934  Valencia  st.  (S>  20th  San  Francisco 


www.citysearch.com\sfo\back  to  the  picture 

Please  present  this  coupon  at  the  time  of  purchase-  Empires  August-30-97 


Size 

14x18 

16x20 

18x24 

22x28 

24x30 

24x36 

30x40 

36x48 
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Price 

29.95 

34.95 

39.95 

46.95 

49.95 

59.95 

69.95 

89.95 
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AT  OUR  MEXICAN  CRILLS 


0 17TH  ST.  & VALENCIA  • SF 

431-3351 
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3071  16TH  ST.  * SF 
864*8840 
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